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ICHS News 

Ilford County High School 
24th June 2020 

New Issue no: 47 

Dear Parent/ Carers, 

 

It has been an absolute pleasure to see some of our Year 10 and Year 12 students in school this week. We have 
all been working very hard to get the school ready for pupils to return to us and I would like to formally thank our 
Business Manager Mrs Sheldrake and our Site Team and Support Staff who have worked so hard to make this 
possible. Our school site looks very different with adaptations such as sanitising stations to ensure hands are kept 
clean and a one way system with two meter markers to help ensure we can effectively maintain social distancing.  

 

 

 

 

Over the next few weeks we hope to welcome more students into school. For those students who are not coming 
into school online learning continues. Teachers are setting work regularly in ClassCharts and are working hard to 
adapt syllabuses and lessons to support students working at home. 

 

Increasingly staff are offering a range of online teaching sessions for students. Take-up rate for these sessions 
tend to vary between 30% to 60%. Although we have had some sessions with much lower attendance. I have 
asked all staff to schedule their sessions inside their “normal teaching” slots wherever possible to avoid clashes. 
Occasionally circumstances beyond teachers control have resulted in clashes between two online teaching 
sessions, please accept our apologies for the few occasions on which this has occurred. 

 

I will be sending out a online survey early next week so that we can better understand who is and isn't able to 
access online teaching sessions when they occur. Your help in completing the survey is much appreciated.  

 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Drysdale 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Welcome 
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CELEBRATING JUNETEENTH AND STUDENT RESILIENCE 

 
Dear Parent/ Carers, 

 

This week I would like to focus my well-being theme on two subjects. One is a celebration, the other 

can be seen as an achievement, Juneteenth and resilience. 

Both are subjects I believe are poignant for recognising that all our students have managed over the 

period of lockdown, also to remind us of events we can celebrate. 

Juneteenth or ‘Freedom day’ is an unofficial American holiday celebrated annually on the 19th of June 

in the United States to commemorate Union army general Gordon Granger's reading of federal orders 

in the city of Galveston, Texas, on 19 June 1865, proclaiming that all enslaved persons in the U.S. 

state of Texas were now free. Wikipedia 

My rationale for including this particular celebration which occurred last Thursday, is because 

recognising our past will inspire future passage. 

 

The second subject I would like parents to consider is resilience. During lock down students have 

coped with and accepted staying at home for twelve weeks. I believe during this time; resilience has 

been a key feature students have been operating with. I would like to encourage parents to 

acknowledge your children’s ability to make changes, adapt to the situation, regulate and reshape 

many of their thoughts. 

The definition from Stem 4 explains resilience in simple terms; “Resilience is the positive way in which 

we adapt to the adverse challenges we face in life”. That in mind, building students resilience should 

not only be a focal point, but also a celebration. In celebrating I hope to acknowledge reaching a 

milestone, twelve weeks of staying home is something we’ve all achieved, teachers parents/carer as 

well as students. Please take the time to acknowledge key aspects of school life students have lost;  

 Routine 

 Structure 

 Friendship 

 Opportunity 

 Freedom 

Take a short moment to discuss the above key aspects with your children to build on the notion. 

Missing school life is a clear indication of the adaptations made to cope with the circumstances we find 

ourselves in, which has unexpectedly built individual resilience… 

 

Additional information 

https://bounceforward.com/teach-resilience/ 

https://stem4.org.uk/resilience/ 
 

Please remember next week is ‘Diversity week’. Two debates will be held for student involvement. 

Thursday 25th June at 1.30pm for key stage 3 via Microsoft teams. 

Friday 26th June at 1.30pm for key stage 4 & 5 via Microsoft teams. 

Please remember to register by email to Miss Thompson by Wednesday 24th June at 5pm. 

 

Kind regards, 

Mr Murdock 

PE Teacher and Head of Eagle House 

https://bounceforward.com/teach-resilience/
https://stem4.org.uk/resilience/
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CHEMISTRY CHALLENGE 

Dear Parent/ Carers, 

 

During the May half-term break the chemistry department challenged the students to get scientific in their 

kitchens. There were a range of experiments sent to students to try - from making a cabbage indicator to 

creating a lava lamp. We asked the students to produce a poster for the challenges they took on. 

Our winner is Rahul Puri, 10H2. His posters showcase his eye for design, as well as his ability to make 

science fun. It’s not often you find yourself enjoying reading the equipment list! 

The chemistry department would like to say a big thank you to all students who took part in the challenge 

and submitted posters, photos, and videos! 

 

Kind regards, 

Leigh Dobinson 
Chemistry Technician 
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PARENT WEBINAR 

 

 

Please see a message below from Elevate.  

 

Dear Parent/ Carers, 

 

Given the number of requests from parents who missed the first webinar on Managing Motivation, we 
are going to be running a repeat of it today Wednesday 24th June. 

I wanted to extend the invitation to you in case this is now something that you think would benefit your 
parents. The webinar will be free of charge for you and your parents as a client school. 

Details of the event are as follows: 

Event Title: How to help your child increase and sustain their motivation  
Date: Wednesday 24th June 

Time: 6:00 – 7:00 pm 
Cost: Free 

Sign-up Link:  https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/webinar-signup-24-june/ 
Would you be interested in your parent body attending this? 

If so, please feel free to share the details above. Parents can register directly on the sign-up link. 

If not, not a problem at all - I thought I'd offer, nonetheless. 

 

Kind regards, 

Charlie 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fget.elevatecoaching.info%2Fuk%2Fwebinar-signup-24-june%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ccharlotte%40elevateeducation.com%7Cacf766737cfc46b7baf508d810040231%7C7c5cc5529e484a798509753c2ab28dad%7C0%7C0%7C6372769
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We’re on the web: 

http://www.ichs.org.uk/ 

Phone: 020 8551 6496 

Fax: 020 8503 9960 

Email: enquiries@ichs.org.uk  

FRIENDS OF ICHS 

Dear Year 11 and 13 Students and Parents, 

 

Now that you have finished Year 11 or 13, The Friends of ICHS group would like to 
ask that before you burn your GCSE or A Level textbooks or throw them away 
please consider donating them to Ilford County High School. Friends of ICHS are 
asking all the GCSE and A Level students to donate their old GCSE and A Level 
books that they have bought themselves, relating to their course they have just 
completed, such as revision guide books, reference books and any books that 
maybe useful.  These books are not the ones the school have already provided, those will also have to 
be returned. 

 

We intend to sell the donated books on to next year students at affordable prices and the proceeds will 
go towards Ilford County High School. The money raised will provide students with additional 
educational resources. If your son is continuing to study A Levels at Ilford County High 6th form, he will 
also benefit from the A Level books donated. It’s a great way for the students to give back to the school 
and extend learning to fellow students.  

 

Please can you hold on to the books that you wish to donate.  The school will give you specific details 
about when to return all your textbooks and Library books.  Your books can be donated at the same 
time. 

 

Thank you in advance 

 

Kind regards, 

Friends of ICHS 


