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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Last month we all celebrated International Mothers Tongue Day.  I would like to thank Ms Akesse and the 

MFL Team for organising the event.  It was lovely to see so many students participating in the event -

Sharing food, wearing "traditional" dress and speaking in a myriad of languages.  Raising over £800 pounds 
for a good cause is also a huge bonus. 

Towards the back of this newsletter you will find several parent information sheets about Social Media.  

This is a topic that parents often ask us for more information about so I hope you will find many of these 
links helpful. 

I am also sure you will all be as concerned as we are at the shocking rise in knife crime, gang culture and 
drug use in London.  We want to work hard with teachers, school staff, parents, carers and local agencies to 

ensure knifes and drugs stay out of our school.  In recent weeks all our students have been part of an age 

appropriate programme to help educate them about gangs, drugs and knives and to help them recognise the 
dangers and seek appropriate help if they need it.  I am also letting parents know that I will be employing 

preventive measures such as the use of knife arches and sniffer dogs to ensure that our school and the 

school site continues to be a safe place for students and staff to work together both happily and safely.  
Please be reassured that I have no evidence to suggest that we have either drugs or knives on our site but I 

want to work productively to ensure this remains the case.  Naturally I will keep parents fully informed of 
our prevention programme.  If you have any questions you would like to ask please feel free to speak to any 

member of our pastoral team, who will be happy to help you. 

The school is publishing a new updated Privacy Notice in line with GDPR and we have attached it to this 
newsletter alongside an information booklet about our class charts pastoral support programme.  Please 

contact the school if you have any questions.  

Best wishes 

Mrs Drysdale 

(Headteacher) 

Headteacher’s Welcome 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR SPRING TERM 

Thursday 21st March    Intermediate Kangaroo Maths 

      Anthony Nolan recruitment day (Sixth Form) 

Monday 25th March    PSHEE Dropdown Day Yrs 7-11 

      Yr 7 Extremism, Radicalisation and Internet Safety Assembly 

      Yr 8 Extremism, Radicalisation and Internet Safety Assembly  

      Yr 9 Extremism, Radicalisation and Internet Safety Assembly   

Wednesday 27th March   Home School Links Meeting 

Thursday 28th March     Year 9 Parents Evening 

Monday 1st April    Yrs 12 & 13 Extremism, Radicalisation and Internet Safety Assembly  

Tuesday 2nd April    Yr 10 Extremism, Radicalisation and Internet Safety Assembly 

      Yr 11 Extremism, Radicalisation and Internet Safety Assembly 

Wednesday 3rd April    Year 8 Options Talk 

      Year 8 Curriculum Evening  

Saturday 6th to Wednesday 10th April Madrid Football Tour  

Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April Easter/ Spring break 

Tuesday 23rd April    Students return to school for Summer Term  

      Y11 History Practice Exam (Paper 1)  

 

NPLQ - APRIL HALF TERM 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Vision are holiday an NPLQ Qualification at Fullwell Cross the details are below: 

Start Date: 22nd April 2019 

End Date: 26th April 2019 

Course Times: 9.30 – 17.30 (Friday will be a later start earlier finish) 

 https://www.rlssdirect.co.uk/course-finder/?postcode=ig6%202ea 

Vision can do a discount for ICHS students bringing the costs to £150.00 (It is normally £300). 

Many Thanks, 

Sean Northcott 

Centre Manager 

Fullwell Cross Leisure Centre 

Vision Redbridge Culture and Leisure 

Tel:  0208 550 2366 ext 105 

Fax: 0208 550 6772 

www.vision-rcl.org.uk  

UPDATED! 
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JACK PETCHEY AWARD 

I would like to announce the first two Jack Petchey winners of the year.  Both students will receive £250 to 
spend on something that will benefit the school community.   

January winner—Keirthan (Year 9) 

Nominated by Miss Thompson - He has volunteered his free time to attend Redbridge Youth Parliament, he 
got the papers for the Youth Council vote, did the admin and was really proactive and organised off the back 
of that meeting.  He is a helpful and modest young man who is always willing to go above and beyond for 
the school community. He has been a school councillor for two years and is deeply committed to this role. 

February winner—Imran (Year 13) 

Nominated by Mrs Hitchcock - He is always so cheerful and helpful. He works hard and is an excellent role 
model to other students, both peers and younger students. He is an excellent role model to other students as 
an example of how to rise above adversity. 

Mr Smith 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Please see attached to the Newsletter email a quick guide on how to use Classcharts and which features are 
available. 

Classcharts is a website based platform that allows parents and students to access important information 
regarding behaviour, homework, attendance, etc. This software is also available as an app for both students 
and parents, in Apple Store and Google Play. 

Parents/Carers can check on Classcharts further information regarding any notifications received by email. 

If you have previously registered and have forgotten your details, please click 'forgot password?' option. If you 
have not yet registered you will need the access code that was sent to you at the start of the school year. If you 
have misplaced this please email enquiries@ichs.org.uk. Please see below instructions on how to access Class 
Charts. 

Log in guide: 

1. Open www.classcharts.com/parent/login  

2. Enter your email address  

3. Choose 'I don't have an account yet'  

4. Enter your parent access code and name 

5. Choose a password  

6. Click Log-in!  

Kind regards, 

Mr Kelly (Assistant Headteacher) 

CLASSCHARTS 



 4 

 

WALK OR PEDAL TO SCHOOL 3RD APRIL 

We have signed up for the National Big Pedal again this year, in the hope of 
encouraging students to cycle to school. We have secure cycle racks on site 
for those who wish to cycle. We are aware however aware that without cycle 
lanes and with the journeys some boys have to undertake, this may not be 
practicable. 

The ultimate aim of the day is to encourage fitness! So, if your son does not 
wish to cycle to school then please may we ask that he walks all or part way 
to school on that day? Dropping your son away from the school site or 
suggesting he leaves the bus a few stops early is a great way for him to get 
some early morning exercise! 

Youth Travel Ambassadors will be on the gate in the morning rewarding cyclists and walkers with 
refreshments and they will be holding assemblies over the next two weeks to raise awareness of this event 
and the reasons behind it.  

For ease of walking or cycling this will be a non-uniform day 
for all students with a £2 contribution to the British Heart 
Foundation, a charity the school is proud to support. The 
British Heart Foundation ‘fund research to keep hearts of all 
ages beating and blood flowing, to beat heartbreak for 
families’.  

We very much hope that you will support us on April 3rd by 
encouraging your son to take part, or even taking part 
yourself! 

Mrs Hitchcock  

CHANGES TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Please be aware that from Monday 25th March we will be introducing a new system for any student queries 
required from the school office. We have installed a student window between ML3 and the stairs in main 
entrance.  

The new window will allow us to monitor the access to our Reception, to provide our visitors/guests as well 
as students in the medical room more privacy. 

Your son will be informed during Form time next week about this change. In the mean time can we kindly 
ask for your support by discussing this change with your son to make sure he his fully aware of it. Your son 
probably has seen the student window already. 

Thank you for your support. 

Mrs Branco (Office Team Lead) 
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PSHEE DROPDOWN DAY 
Relationships and Sex Education 
25th March 2019 (Monday Week B)  

  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

P1 
Teacher led lesson 
Puberty and mood 

swings 

Teacher led lesson 
Relationships and 

Peer pressure 
  

Teacher led 
lesson 

Relationship 
abuse 

RSE team led 
lesson 

Healthy 
relationships 
and Consent 

Assembly by 
Upfront Theatre 

P2 PREVENT 
Assembly 

Assembly by 
Upfront Theatre 

Teacher led 
lesson 

Sharing sexual 
images 

  

RSE team led 
lesson 

Contraception 
and abortion 

  

Year  11 return to 
regular timetabled 

Lessons 

P3 

Teacher led lesson 
Healthy 

Relationships 
  

Teacher led lesson 
Sexual orientation 

and bullying 

Assembly by 
Upfront 
Theatre 

RSE team led 
lesson 
STIs 

Regular 
timetabled lessons 

P4 Assembly by 
Upfront Theatre 

PREVENT 
Assembly 

Teacher led 
lesson 
Forced 

marriage 

RSE team led 
lesson 

Sex and media 

Regular 
timetabled lessons 

P5 
Teacher led 

lesson- Online 
safety and privacy 

Teacher led lesson 
Online safety and 

cyberbullying 

PREVENT 
Assembly 

Assembly by 
Upfront 
Theatre 

Regular 
timetabled lessons 

Lunch, break time and p.m. registration- As normal 

ICHS students will be given the opportunity to contribute for this year’s Daffodil appeal, until 
the end of  March. Marie Curie provide care and support for people living with any terminal 
illness, and their families. They have been carrying out this vital work for over 65 years – last 
year alone they cared for over 40,000 people across the UK. The suggested donation for a 
daffodil is £1. 

For more information on this appeal, please go to 
www.mariecurie.org.uk 

MARIE CURIE DAFFODIL APPEAL 2019 
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INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY 2019  
On Friday 15th February, some Year 10 students alongside with staff members and a selective Sixth Form 
group were given the opportunity to promote a plethora of cultures for International Mother Language Day, 
which was led by Miss Akesse. ICHS celebrated International Mother Language Day as a non-uniform day, 
allowing students to dress up in their cultural clothing. International Mother Language day takes place every 
year on the 21st February. Its aim is to promote linguistic and ethnic diversity and multilingualism. An 
estimated 43% of around 6000 languages spoken in the world are currently endangered. This is a significant 
number of languages which could very easily be wiped out. Every two weeks a language disappears.  

Throughout the school day, Year 7-9 students went around the hall, trying a myriad of foods and learn about 
various cultures and languages. One of the students said ‘the day was really interesting, working with other 
people & learning about different cultures and tasting foods from around the world’. Comments from 
another student: “here is my feedback of the day; I thought that the recent International Day was a unique 
experience that everyone should enjoy and take part in. There was a wide 
range of stalls, all with unique vibes to them. The different atmospheres 
surrounding each stall gave a sense of diversity and was caused by the food, 
music and decorations of these stalls…” “I thought it was a lovely day and 
should be celebrated every year”.  

Peter (Year 10) 
 

Our thanks go to parents/carers who supported the event by helping their 
children present authentic stalls representing their culture.  

Many staff and students came dressed up in traditional cultural clothing and 
£848.25 was raised for a charity called I CAN, a children’s communication 
charity. Their mission is that no child should be left out or left behind 
because of a difficulty speaking or understanding.  

Various pupils and some staff received prizes for their unique 
outfit. Below is a list with our staff winners as voted by pupils: 

% Mr Ababio (Male 1st Prize) 

% Mr Quarshie (Male 2nd prize) 

% Mrs Bansal (Female 1st prize) 

% Miss Famibelle (Female 2nd prize) 

% Ms Desai (Female 3rd prize)  

Miss Akesse (Head of French) 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOP – STUDIO MOROSS  

On Tuesday 26th February a group of Year 10 and 12 students attended a workshop, delivered by 
professional designers from Studio Moross at the V&A Museum.  

Students were shown numerous music 
covers which are kept in the V&A’s 
vault. One of the most iconic music 
covers that were liked by our students 
dated back to 1960’s Disraeli Gears 
(Cream).  

 

 

The designer 
Martin Sharp attempted to capture the sound of the music in the cover, which he had 
described as “warm fluorescent sound”.  

Our students were given an industry style design brief; to design and make a record cover for the song 
‘Sound and Vision’ by David Bowie. The students listened to the music track several times to keep the 
theme of the song in mind, before working in groups to design initial ideas by using mix media. Students 
then used computer aided design to produce their final design concept using Photoshop.  

                   

                       
 

Our students produced creative and innovative 
final concepts that were highly praised by the 
designers of Studio Moross. I would like to 
congratulate the students for their effort, hard 
work and contribution throughout the day.   

Mr Ibrahim (Head of Design and 
Technology) 
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DIGITAL SAFEGUARDING 
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DIGITAL SAFEGUARDING 
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GET CREATIVE AT THE MANSION THIS YEAR!  

Wednesday April 10  

Teacup Mosaics  

Adults 

Discover the fascinating technique of traditional mosaic making. Develop skills in designing, cutting and 
assembling ceramic mosaics to create a decorative piece that explores colour, pattern and texture. We will be 

drawing on the history of Valentines Mansion and its links to the East India Company so feel free to bring 

an old tea cup or china to smash up and incorporate into your piece; we will also provide tea cups. This 
workshop is part of ArtLab -  a collaboration between the mansion’s resident artists Amanda Seljubac and 

Sadia Ur-Rehman who will be bringing their creative skills and expertise to a series of 10 workshops 

throughout the year to celebrate ten years of the mansion being open to the public. 

11am -2pm  

£45 including materials, tea & coffee 

Booking & ticket information available via www.valentinesmansion.com 

 

Wednesday May 15  

Soapstone Carving Workshop  

Adults 

This workshop will provide a general introduction to the carving of soapstone. You will develop a working 

knowledge of the material, the tools and methods used to complete a carving. We will be exploring the 
mansion gardens for inspiration for your designs. This workshop is part of ArtLab -  a collaboration between 

the mansion’s resident artists Amanda Seljubac and 

Sadia Ur-Rehman who will be bringing their creative 
skills and expertise to a series of 10 workshops 

throughout the year to celebrate ten years of the 

mansion being open to the public. 

11am -2pm  

£45 including materials, tea & coffee 

Booking & ticket information available via 

www.valentinesmansion.com 

PTO 
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We’re on the web: 

http://www.ichs.org.uk/ 

Phone: 020 8551 6496 
Fax: 020 8503 9960 
Email: enquiries@ichs.org.uk  

GET CREATIVE AT THE MANSION THIS YEAR!  
Wednesday June 12 
Tapestry Weaving Workshop  
Adults 
Learn the basics of hand weaving in this workshop inspired by the colours of nature in the mansion’s very 
own gardens. You will learn how to set up and warp your loom, create a fringe for your unique wall hanging 
and start weaving. You will be encouraged to experiment with different colours and textures provided, and 
let your imagination lead. This workshop is part of ArtLab -  a collaboration between the mansion’s resident 
artists Amanda Seljubac and Sadia Ur-Rehman who will be bringing their creative skills and expertise to a 
series of 10 workshops throughout the year to celebrate ten years of the mansion being open to the public. 
11am -2pm  
£45 including materials, tea & coffee 
Booking & ticket information available via www.valentinesmansion.com 

 
Wednesday July 10 
Hand Applique Workshop  
Adults 
Discover the art of applique in this workshop. Applique is a versatile and creative sewing technique in which 
fabric pieces – small or large are layered on a base fabric and then stitched in place. During this workshop 
you will create your own applique design in a hoop which you can take your work home in. We will be using 
inspiration from designs from textiles brought over by the East India Company. In the course of the 18th 
century the mansion had three owners that were involved in the East India Company. You will need basic 
sewing skills for this workshop. This workshop is part of ArtLab -  a collaboration between the mansion’s 
resident artists Amanda Seljubac and Sadia Ur-Rehman who will be bringing their creative skills and 
expertise to a series of 10 workshops throughout the year to 
celebrate ten years of the mansion being open to the public. 
11am -2pm  
£45 including materials, tea & coffee 
Booking & ticket information available via 
www.valentinesmansion.com 

 
 
Lisa Haridas 
Marketing and Branding Manager 
Valentines Mansion & Gardens 
Lisa.Haridas@visionrcl.org.uk 
Tel: 0208 708 8103  


