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ICHS News 

Ilford County High School 
5th June 2020 

New Issue no: 45 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome back to school after the half-term break.  I hope you and our students had the opportunity for a 
little rest and recuperation over the spring break.   

 

Our exciting news this week is the arrival of the new school minibus!  Thank-you to all those parents and 
students who contributed to our mini-bus fund by saving loose change and donating it to the school, thanks 
also to the parents who helped us count thousands of copper coins this time last year!  Without the help of 
the mini-bus fund and the parents who regularly contribute to the ICHS Development Fund it would have 
been impossible to buy the mini-bus.  Thank-you all.  The mini-bus will make a huge difference to the 
students at ICHS by making participation at local events such as sporting fixtures so much easier.  It’s 
arrival in time for the cricket season is sadly less significant this year but as our lives begin to return to the 
‘new normal’ I am sure we will find ourselves using it more and more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As many of you will be aware, some of our teachers have been trialling a variety of ‘online teaching’ 
methods this week.  I have included the Home Learning Responsible User Agreement in this newsletter, by 
taking part in any online lessons or tutorials our students are agreeing to follow the rules in this 
agreement.  I would really appreciate your support in this matter and would ask that you discuss the 
document with your sons.  The trials have generally been positively received by those students who have 
been able to participate in them.  The trials will continue over the next couple of weeks and we would 
appreciate your feedback.  No system is perfect and whilst setting work through ClassCharts may not 
provide the face-to-face contact that we all crave it does mean that work is easily accessible to the vast 
majority of students.   
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HEADTEACHERS WELCOME 
 

 

As I explained in my newsletter before the half-term, the government have asked schools to consider 
introducing some face-to-face contact for Year 10 and Year 12 students from the week beginning Monday 
15th June 2020.  We are also aware that as our national lockdown begins to ease more key workers are 
being asked to return to work.  If you are a key worker who has not previously needed to take up your 
entitlement of a place at school for your son but as circumstances change you need to do so, please let us 
know.  We will be happy to help.  As you would expect we have been working hard to complete risk 
assessments and to prepare the school for more students attending.  Although we are all keen to get our 
students back to school we need to ensure that we plan carefully and work together to ensure the transition 
is as smooth and as safe as possible.  In the first instance, we will be inviting Year 10 and 12 students who 
have been unable to access online learning into school to complete the activities on ClassCharts alongside 
their peers and participate in any online teaching that is taking place.  We will also be extending that 
invitation to families that have previously shared with us their challenges of working with limited access to 
technology at home.  Phase Two of our plan, circumstances permitting,  will be to undertake a series of 
master classes with Year 10 and Year 12 students.  Further information will follow. 

 

The PE Department are launching our virtual sports day in this newsletter and on ClassCharts.  It might 
not be the same as having the whole school participating in events in the same place on the same day but it 
should be good fun and there are opportunities for everyone to get involved. 

 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Drysdale 

Headteacher 

 

           Page 2 of 2 



 3 

 

HOME LEARNING RESPONSIBLE USER AGREEMENT 
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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNORS 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

On behalf of the governors I would like to thank all staff, parents and boys for the efforts they have put in 

since lockdown to continue with the education of our boys on a remote basis. This has not been easy as 

illustrated by the figures in the Times last week which showed that only  57% of private schools and 23% of 

state schools had been doing on line teaching .There are a number of reasons  for this ranging from 

safeguarding  requirements to a lack of availability of  laptops  for some pupils but after a trial before half 

term we are planning to increase our on line teaching this term. 

 

Although we have had only a very small number of vulnerable children and children of key workers attend 

school during the lockdown period, often only one or two ,I would like to express our appreciation to those 

members of staff who have continued to attend the school to look after these boys. 

 

We have of course also had to prepare for a new method of assessment this Summer for boys in years 11 

and 13and this has  required much work to be done by teachers to predict the grades in accordance with the 

requirements laid down by the examining authorities . 

 

These matters have all been reported to and discussed by the governors at the meetings we have continued 

to hold by zoom and we are having extra meetings to ensure we are kept up to date at a time when things 

(particularly government policy ) can change very fast. 

 

In relation to this last point as you will be aware the government would like schools to reopen for pupils in 

years 10 and 12 on 15 June and we continue to discuss this with  the London Borough of Redbridge  and to 

carry out all necessary risk assessments. 

 

I hope that you all keep safe and well and that it will not be too long before we see you all back  

 

Kind regards, 

Chair of Governors  
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CORONAVIRUS  

London Borough of Redbridge have asked us to share these very important message below with all 

our parents, carers and students. 

 

Social distancing is the responsibility of all ages  

 

We’ve received a large number of reports that young people are congregating in parks.  
Government guidance still says that social distancing is vital to contain Coronavirus.  
We would be grateful if you could remind parents that young people still need to maintain social distancing and 
should not be meeting with groups of friends.  
They are only allowed to meet one other person, and they must remain two metres apart. Social distancing is 
the responsibility of all ages" 
 

Further details at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing 

 

Coronavirus testing  

 

The Government has opened up coronavirus testing to all adults and children over five who have experienced 
any of the following coronavirus symptoms:  
 
• A new continuous cough  
• A high temperature 
 • A loss of or change in normal sense of smell or taste  
 

 

It will enable those with symptoms to find out whether they have the virus. To book a test, or for more 

information visit: https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/coronavirus-information-hub/coronavirus-testing/ 

 

Redbridge Ambassadors 

 

The Child Friendly Redbridge Ambassadors and members of Redbridge Youth Council have put together 

a survey for young people about Covid, with the intention of finding out how they are feeling, their 

concerns and the support they and their families may need at this moment in time. The survey, which has 

been done in partnership with the Barking & Dagenham and Havering Councils and BHR University 

Hospitals Trust, offers young people an opportunity to share their views and give us feedback on how 

they have been coping during the outbreak of Covid-19. Young people who share their views will also be 

given an opportunity to win a prize. I’d be grateful of you could promote the survey and share it with 

pupils. The survey can be accessed at: 

https://engagement.redbridge.gov.uk/childrens/covid-19-young-peoples-survey 

 

 

Kind Regards, 

Mrs Wray 

Headteachers PA 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/coronavirus-information-hub/coronavirus-testing/
https://engagement.redbridge.gov.uk/childrens/covid-19-young-peoples-survey
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STUDENT WELLBEING 
 

 

Dear Students/Parents/Carers 

  

I hope you are well and staying safe. 

  

The PE Department are proud to announce the first ICHS virtual sports day! The PE department has been 
hard at work coming up with ideas on how to bring the community together and they understand that sports 
day is a great day that brings competition and comradery to the forefront of the school. They do not want 
students or staff to miss out on such a day and so have decided to bring this wonderful day to the homes of 
all students. Keep an eye out on Classcharts as there will be more information on here about how to 
participate, what events will take place and most importantly the leader board that will be updated each week. 
Whilst we understand we are calling it a ‘sports day’ we are hosting the event between 5th June – 19th June, this 
gives all of the students (and staff) plenty of time to participate. We as a department understand the logistics 
and practicality of some of the events so with this, it is up to the students on how many events they would like 
to participate in and also the amount of times they would like to participate in the event.  

  

Keep your eyes peeled on Classcharts for the announcement and the updates! 

  

Good luck to all of our students and staff. 

 

Kind regards, 

Mr Bassan 

Head of PE 

ICHS VIRTUAL SPORTS DAY 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Over the coming weeks I’ll be providing information, guidance, support advice about student well-being and 
mental health. Using a number of varied support services, such as Anna Freud, the Mental Health 
Foundation and Young minds to name a few. Each week tips and advice for improved well-being, mental 
health and supporting students, parents and family members will be provided. This week have a look at the 
ten tips for dealing with change from ‘Young Minds’, please visit the website for more information. https://
youngminds.org.uk/about-us/who-we-are/  
 

Kind regards, 

Mr Murdock 

P.E Teacher, Head of House (Eagle)  

https://youngminds.org.uk/about-us/who-we-are/
https://youngminds.org.uk/about-us/who-we-are/
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CYBER CHOICES TEAM 

 

Please see a message below from Cyber Choices Team 

 

Dear Parent/ Carers, 

 

With many young people now finding that they have continual access to the internet whilst schools are 
closed/partly closed, we would like to highlight on the boundaries of legal cyber behaviour and encourage 
individuals to make informed choices with fun, exciting and stimulating online activities to ethically test, 
challenge and develop their cyber skills. 

 

Our Cyber Choices Team are taking part in a webinar hosted by London Grid for Learning on Tuesday 16th 
June at 1pm 

safetraining.lgfl.net 

 

Please see attached an invite to this webinar, where The Cyber Choices Team will explain what they do and 
their aims, what Cyber Crime is and the consequences of getting involved. They will outline the CMA 
(Computer Misuse Act) and explore the opportunities available for a young person interested in IT. 

 

Would you therefore kindly distribute the attached Cyber Choices Webinar invite through to your parent/
carers of your school via your contact email list. You may also feel it suitable to distribute internally, as this 
webinar would  be useful for teachers too. 

 

Thank you in advance 

 

Kind regards 

 

Jamie Warner PS 377 EA 

Redbridge Schools and Volunteer Police Cadet 
Sergeant 

Barkingside Police Station 

07721988761 

 

 

http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=7089&d=qorV3hnuiZjXAJFQT21zDxCm6x9Dl14b8haVW_6oog&u=http%3a%2f%2fsafetraining%2elgfl%2enet%2f
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Please see a message below intended for the parent of Year 9, 10 and 11 students: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/ Carers, 

 

As you are aware, the school has paid for your son to have an account with the GCSEPod website and before 
the lockdown he was shown how to log in and use the system.  GCSEPod is an online learning site that 
supports students and parents to prepare for GCSE examinations. The site is essentially a revision tool and the 
pods are designed for any device.  Pods can be watched live or downloaded to be watched anywhere at 
anytime. 

In order to support you as a parent with GCSEPod and guide you on how you can support your son with his 
learning during the lockdown and beyond, they are offering a series of parent webinars.  During these 
webinars they will give you top tips for home learning, share how GCSEPod can help your sons avoid any 
knowledge dips and emphasise how GCSEPod can support the transition to A level for Year 11 students.  To 
register for one of the webinars, please go to:  https://www.gcsepod.com/news-gcse-learning-revision/podup
-presents-webinars/ 

 

Currently they have webinars on the following dates:  Thursday 28th May 2020 at 12.00, Thursday 4th June at 
5.00, Thursday 11th June at 9.30, Monday  15th June at 12.00 and Tuesday 23rd June at 5.30. 

 

Good luck! 

 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Foucher 

Deputy Headteacher  

GCSE POD 

https://www.gcsepod.com/news-gcse-learning-revision/podup-presents-webinars/
https://www.gcsepod.com/news-gcse-learning-revision/podup-presents-webinars/
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