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ICHS News 

ILFORD COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
18th December 2017 

New Issue no: 17 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

With the Autumn Term nearing its end, school continues to be very busy.  Many staff and students are 
wearing festive jumpers today in order to raise money for Save the Children, a very worthy cause.  I would 
like to thank Mr Bassan for organising this event which has raised £568.32 so far.  Last week we hosted 
Christmas lunch for the residents of Hatfield Lodge, the old peoples home opposite the school.  The 
residents were served an excellent lunch and were entertained by our students.  Our boys did us proud 
making sure our visitors felt welcome and enjoyed their visit. 

In-school events since our last Newsletter have included the ‘Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge’, PSHEE 
week, Interview Skills Day, the Computer Science Olympiad and the Hans Woyda Maths 
Challenge.  Interviews have taken place for the Senior Perfect and Head Boy posts in the Sixth Form, results 
will be announced in the new year but I would like to share how impressed the interview panels were with the 
young men who applied – the standard of applications and interviews was exceptionally high and this made 
the choices the panels had to make very, very difficult! 

Thank-you to all our parents who attended the Home-School Links Meeting yesterday.  Parents heard about 
our Accelerated Reader Programme and Internet Safety.  We were lucky enough to have a very informative 
talk from PC Sher, who focused her talk around the importance of discussing with our children’s their use of 
mobile phones and the internet, and ensuring they are aware that ‘stranger danger’ is just as important in the 
virtual world as it is in the real  one.  

I would like to extend my thanks to all the parents who have 
been kind enough to set up standing orders and to make 
ParentPay donations to help support the school’s charity, the 
ICHS Development Fund.  So far 137 families have been 
kind enough to make a donation (approximately 13% of the 
school population) and over £5000 has been donated.  If you 
are in a position to help and to make a donation it really will 
make a difference.  The donations we have received so far 
have contributed to us furnishing two classrooms following 
their remodelling by LBR.  I have included a picture of one of 
the new classrooms so you can see how smart they look!  The 
classroom will come into use in January. 

As Wednesday is the last day of term before the Christmas Break, students will be dismissed at approximately 
1.30pm.  I would like to wish you all a happy, safe and restful break.  I hope you all have the opportunity to 
celebrate with family and friends and that we all return in January refreshed and ready to start work. 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Drysdale 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Welcome 
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GOVERNORS’ BRIEFING 

As we approach the end of term we can look back with pleasure to a period  when staff and pupils began to 
enjoy the benefits of a new science block and new IT equipment.  There are of course still many areas of the 
school site that require improvement and we continue discussions with the London Borough of Redbridge to 
achieve this.  We have also started to receive parental contributions following the letter we sent to you all 
earlier this term and I would like to thank those who have already agreed to contribute.  I realise not 
everyone can contribute but if you have not and can afford to do so please have another look at the letter 
and see if you can help us. 

We have had three governors come to the end of their term of office (Dr Malik, Mrs Khan and Mrs Lau) and 
thank them for their contribution over the years to the school.  We have appointed one new governor (Mr 
Ramachandran) and are in discussions to appoint a further new governor next term.  This leaves us with one 
vacancy on the Governing Body so if you would be interested in becoming a governor or know of anyone 
that might be interested please let us know. 

A few weeks ago our local MP, Wes Streeting, visited the school and after having been shown round the 
premises he spent a considerable amount of time talking to the Head and I and showed a keen interest in the 
school and a good understanding of the challenges it faces. 

Finally may I wish you all the compliments of the season and a happy new year.  

Best wishes 

Mr Pedro 

Chair of Governors 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

One of our students has written and published a book, Meer Rasheeq Ahnaf. What 

an amazing achievement! 

Details of Rasheeq’s book are given below, should any of his classmates wish to 

purchase a copy: 

https://olympiapublishers.com/books/mystery-of-the-supernaturals 

https://olympiapublishers.com/books/mystery-of-the-supernaturals
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR SPRING TERM 

Monday 18th to Tuesday 19th December Year 11 Practice Exams 

Tuesday 19th December    Progress Check Report 2 home to parents 

Wednesday 20th December    End of term (students) 

Thursday 21st December to 1st January Winter Holiday 

Tuesday 2nd January 2018    Staff Training Day (students not in school) 

Wednesday 3rd January 2018    Start of Spring term (students return to school) 

Thursday 4th January 2018   A Level Presentation Evening  

Monday 8th to Friday 12th January  Sixth Form Taster Week  

Friday 12th to Monday 15th January  Year 11 GCSE Art Mock Exam  

Tuesday 16th January    Year 10 Parent Teacher Consultation  

Thursday 18th January   Year 11 Practice Examination Results Day  

Friday 19th January    Yr 11 PC2 & Practice Examination home to parents (email) 

      Yr7 Drama Interform Day   

Friday 19th to Monday 22nd January  Year 12 AS Art Mock exam  

Thursday 25th January   Variety Night 

      Sixth Form Talk: Law as a career  

Tuesday 30th January    Year 11 Parent Teacher Consultation  

      Closing Date for Sixth Form Applications  

Wednesday 31st Jan to Thursday 1st Feb Year 11 Careers Interviews  

Thursday 1st February    Intermediate Maths Challenge  

Friday 2nd February    Year 13 Practice Exam Briefing  

Monday 5th to Friday 9th February  Year 13 Practice Exams 

      PSHEE Dropdown Week (Years 7 to 10) 

Tuesday 6th February    GCSE/AS Art Trip 

Wednesday 7th February   Year 11 Revision Masterclass 

Monday 12th to Friday 16th February  Half Term (students not in school) 

Monday 19th February   Start of Term (students return to school) 

Tuesday 20th February   Sports and Year 13 Photographs  

Thursday 22nd to Friday 23rd February Year 9 Vaccinations 

Friday 23rd February    Year 7 Social Media Drama Production  

Tuesday 27th February    Year 7 Parent Teacher Consultation  

      Year 9 Options talk 

Thursday 1st March    Progress Check Report 3 home to parents via email  

      World Book Day  

Friday 2nd March    Year 10 Philosophy Mock Exam 

Wednesday 7th March   Staff Training Day (students not in school) 
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OYSTER CARDS 

STUDENT’S ABSENCE 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

To report your son’s absence, you can text the school’s mobile number on 07860 

030 493 (text only). 

This way, you don’t have to wait for the school Office to open as you’ll be able to 

do it at any time of the day. 

Mr Streatfield (Deputy Headteacher) 

SCHOOL OFFICE 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Please be aware that the School Office will be closed during the Christmas 

Break, from Wednesday 20th December from 2.00pm until Monday 1st January. 

Any emails sent to our Enquiries Inbox will not be checked during this period. 

Wish you all a lovely break. 

Mrs Branco (Office Team Lead) 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Just a small note to clarify some requests we have been receiving regarding Oyster cards.  We will always 
endeavour to ensure a student gets home safely.  If your son loses his Oyster card we will of course, help 
him.  This may involve calling a parent so he can be collected from school, loaning him some money to pay 
his tube fare or borrowing an Oyster card.  If your son 
borrows an Oyster card, is essential he returns it the next 
day.  The school does not have a set of Oyster cards so if a 
card is not returned we cannot help another student. 

Thank you, 

Mr Streatfield (Deputy Headteacher) 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Just a gentle reminder as the last week of Autumn term will be week A as will the first week of Spring Term. 

Mrs Foucher (Deputy Headteacher) 
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VARIETY NIGHT 
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KS3 REDBRIDGE BADMINTON COMPETITION WINNERS 

ADMISSIONS: 11 PLUS 

I have had the pleasure of working with four 

enthusiastic and competitive players this year.  Our key 

stage 3 team will once again represent Redbridge at the 

East London Finals, having won the borough 

competition. The team, Shahadat Ahmed (9H), 

Mitkumar Patel (9O), Zayn Hussain (9F) and Mannan 

Arora (7E2), played confidently and remained focused 

putting aside challenges from Mayfield and Isaac 

Newton to beat Bancroft's 4 - 0 in the final. 

Congratulations and good luck in the next round. 

Mr Stockill (Head of PE) 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

The 11 Plus Selection Test registration for Ilford County High School (ICHS) for boys starting Year 7 in 

September 2019 will be open between Tuesday 1st May 2018 and 5.00pm on Wednesday 27th June 2018. 

The 11 Plus Selection Test will take place on Saturday 15th September 2018 at ICHS. 

Please be aware that admissions to ICHS are run by the Local Authority of Redbridge.  If you require any 

information on Admissions to ICHS, please contact Admissions Department in Redbridge by email at 

admissions@redbridge.gov.uk or browse their website on: 

https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/schools/redbridge-

11-plus/. 

Mrs Branco (Office Team Lead) 

mailto:admissions@redbridge.gov.uk
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/schools/redbridge-11-plus/
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/schools/redbridge-11-plus/
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PSHEE DROPDOWN WEEK 

Our second PSHEE week (5th to 8th December 2017) themed around ‘Health, Safety and Drugs’ was another 
big success! Pupils from all year groups participated in various assemblies and workshops to help them devel-
op good eating habits, stay safe on roads, carry out first aid and make wise choices about habit-forming sub-
stances.  
Year 7 had a day full of activities on ‘Road safety’ organised and delivered by our Youth travel ambassadors 
team. They also had a lesson on how to look after their personal hygiene. 

 
Year 8 attended an assembly on health and fitness delivered by the fitness instructor and former TV actor 
James Crossley. They then took part in a range of workshops delivered by our PE staff and the stop smoking 
service. 

 
‘First Aid and Mental Health’ was the focus of the day for all year 9. Pupils attended a two hour CPR session 
delivered by St John’s ambulance and an assembly on ‘Mental Health’. They also researched different types 
of mental illnesses and how to cope with them. 

 
Year 10 had a brilliant start to the day with an assembly on ‘Drugs and Health’ delivered by Paul Hannaford 
and they then took part in several activities based around testicular cancer, drugs and mental health. Year 11 
attended a cancer awareness assembly by the Teenagecancer trust. 

 
Our next drop down week will be held in February during the week starting 5th. The theme of the week will 
be ‘Career choices’. More information will be given to pupils nearer the time.  

Mrs Bansal (Teacher in charge of PSHEE)  
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH FOR HATFIELD LODGE  

On Tuesday 5th December, we had the pleasure of presenting the 

residents of the Hatfield Lodge with a Christmas lunch.  A 

selected group of students joined our guests for a lovely meal and 

an afternoon of sharing experiences.  The afternoon ended with a 

beautiful performance from Darren Loroy (12E1), who sang a 

Frank Sinatra acapella.  I would like to thank all the staff involved 

and the residents of the Hatfield Lodge for another delightful 

Christmas Lunch.  Please see below the description of this 

experience by one of our Year 9 students present at this event.   

Mrs Foucher (Deputy Headteacher) 

 

“ I  wa s  p l ea san t l y 

surprised to receive the 

proposal of having a 

Christmas lunch with 

some of the elderly 

residents of Hatfield 

Lodge and a few former 

school Governors.  I 

found myself sitting in a 

chair with Jahavan and 

Hariesh on my side and three friendly looking women opposite us. We soon started a conversation, and 

when the food was ready, Jahavan and I politely excused ourselves and made our way to the other side of 

the room to begin serving the Christmas dinner, which was a few slices of turkey, a non-halal option, 

stuffing, roast potatoes, cranberry sauce and a delicious gravy. While eating, we talked about ICHS and what 

it is like as a student here. The ladies explained what life was like at their school in their time and we all also 

described how we celebrate Christmas.  All in all, it was a very pleasant conversation, and when I enquired if 

the food was good the ladies replied that ‘it was very enjoyable’.  In a short while, I removed their plates and 

brought their desserts back with me, which was chocolate pudding with chocolate sauce, I must say it was 

absolutely scrumptious.  We carried on our conversation and midway through, Mrs Foucher made a toast, 

and wished a Happy Birthday to one of the guests, who looked very happy as we sang, which made me 

smile. We cleared our bowls up and opened our Christmas crackers, in which we found stickers. Then, we 

wished our guests a Merry Christmas, as they made their way to the lift and out of the door. In my opinion, 

it was a really enjoyable and pleasant afternoon, and I am sure the guests thought so too. I had a great time, 

and I wish to do it again in the future.” 

By Mehdi Harun 9O  
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Dear all, 

On Friday 15th December we participated in the national Christmas Jumper Day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated and participated by wearing a Christmas Jumper.  

  

Picture: some of staff members who participated by wearing a Christmas Jumper. 

Thank you all for your support.  

Mr Bassan (PE Teacher) 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 

We raised £568.32 to be donated for Save the Children. 

HEALTH & SAFETY 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Please can we remind you that if your child has been unfortunate enough to have suffered from a stomach 
bug, they  should not come to school until at least 48 hours (NHS guidelines) after their last episode of 
diarrhoea or vomiting.   

In a school bugs can spread very quickly, so it is important that we all protect each other. 

Thank you very much for your help and support in this matter.  

Mr Streatfield (Safeguarding Lead) 
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PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 
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WELLBEING CORNER 
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We’re on the web: 

http://www.ichs.org.uk/ 

Phone: 020 8551 6496 

Fax: 020 8503 9960 

Email: enquiries@ichs.org.uk  

CHRISTMAS BREAK 

Wishing all our 

Staff, Students 

and 

Parents/Carers 

a lovely 

Christmas 

break! 


