
The school encourages pupils to perform to the best of their ability and 
moulds the pupils to be mature and well rounded adults     

- Ofsted

Empowering to Excel by Learning Together

Ilford County High School

A Grammar School for Boys

“ “



Welcome to Ilford County High School. Here at ICHS we are 
naturally proud of our reputation for academic excellence.  ICHS 
is a friendly and happy school with high expectations of both 
learning and behaviour.  There is strong mutual respect between 
staff and learners, we work, together with parents and governors 
to achieve the best we can for all at this school.
 
Academic achievement is only part of a well-balanced education.  
In addition to helping students achieve their academic potential, 
we aim to develop within them self-respect, tolerance and 
intellectual curiosity.  We nurture sporting, artistic and cultural 
interests and support students as they develop their own values 
and beliefs.  We encourage the young men who attend ICHS 
to become actively involved in both the school and the wider 
community, to take responsibility and to show leadership.  We 
provide challenges within a supportive environment that aims to 
develop our students’ character.  Students leave ICHS as mature, 
confident and well balanced young men with the personal 
attributes, resilience and commitment that open the way into the 
‘best’ of Higher Education and employment.  
 
One of the best ways to find out about our school is to visit the 
school and I am very confident that you will meet young men 
who clearly enjoy school, their learning and who revel in the 
opportunities provided at ICHS.
 
Mrs R Drysdale

Welcome to Ilford County High school

Welcome from Mrs R 
Drysdale, Headteacher



‘“By the time they leave the school, students have become confident and well-
rounded individuals because of their outstanding spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development. “    Ofsted  



Our Curriculum

Lower school (Years  7 and 8)

The first two years at ICHS are designed to ensure pupils gain an understanding 
of a broad range of subjects and also develop their ability to take greater 
responsibility for their own learning through independent study and research.
All pupils are taught English, Mathematics, Science, Art, Design Technology 
(inc. Food Studies), French, Geography, History, Philosophy & Ethics, Physical 
Education and two languages (currently French and Spanish).  Additionally 
all pupils take part in Upskill Days focused on Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic Education (PSHEE), which includes Citizenship.  We have a well 
established extended Tutorial Programme that every pupil participates in on a 
daily basis. At the end of Year 8, every boy makes curriculum choices in both 
MFL and a creative subject.

Alongside this programme of subject-based learning, the school runs a more 
skills-based programme which develops pupils as learners and better prepares 
them for success, both at higher levels of examination courses in the Upper 
School and Sixth Form and for the demands of Higher Education and future 
employment.  This includes an Oracy and communication course that develops 
many of the skills necessary for sustainable academic achievement.
 

Upper school (Year 9, 10 and 11)

Year 9 continues all subjects studied in Year 8 and provides a Foundation Year 
in which to prepare for examination courses and to make decisions about 
future course choices. Science is taught as the distinct disciplines of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics.  Pupils also embark on their new GCSE three year 
courses for MFL and a creative subject.

In Years 10 and 11 students follow examination courses in the core subjects 
of English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. They also continue to study Philosophy & Ethics, for a short course 
qualification at the end of Year 10.  

Having started their three year GCSEs in an MFL and a creative subject in Year 
8, they choose either Geography or History and opt for a further GCSE in either 
French, German, Spanish, Geography, History, Art, Business Studies, Computing, 
Design Technology, Food Studies, Music or Physical Education for examination 
at the end of Year 11. Students also continue their core Physical Education 
programme and undertake PSHEE through Upskill Days. This completes 
the programme which ensures a broad and balanced experience, allows for 
individual choice and incorporates the full English Baccalaureate.



 The Sixth Form (Years 12 and 13)

The Sixth Form offers a range of academic Advanced Level courses to suitably 
qualified students in preparation for most to undertake further study at a 
competitive university, or alternatively to Apprenticeships or employment.  
Pupils can choose either a pathway that allows them to study three A Levels or 
another which allows them to study four A Levels, based on prior attainment.

Further information is available in the Sixth Form Prospectus.
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Our Pastoral Care

We have sought to create a happy caring environment and a positive attitude 
to school, the local community and the world in general. We seek to develop 
sound working habits, consideration and respect for others and high standards 
of behaviour and self-discipline.
 
Pupils are allocated to a tutor group within a house system and, although all 
teachers are available to offer help and guidance, it is the form tutors who have 
responsibility for the day to day welfare and progress of each pupil.  The Heads 
of House oversee the work of the form tutors, in order to maintain consistency 
and a continuity of relationships.
 
The successful induction of new pupils into the school is considered to be 
vitally important.  An Open Evening for parents of boys who have been selected 
for entry in September is held in July giving an opportunity to meet with staff 
and pupils and to learn more about the school. We invite all new pupils to an 
Induction Day in July prior to their September entry. They are given a guided 
tour of the school and have the opportunity to take part in some lessons, 
meeting staff, prefects, pupils in other year groups, and boys with whom they 
will be starting at ICHS. The whole process of settling in to a new environment 
forms a large part of the tutorial programme during the first term in Year 7. 
Every pupil in Year 7 is allotted a specially trained Peer Mentor who will meet 
with him regularly and help him to settle in quickly.
 
At Ilford County High School we value close working relationship with parents 
and there are many opportunities for parents to meet with teachers. Parents’ 
Consultation Evenings are arranged each year for every age group enabling 
staff to report on pupils’ work.  In addition, parents are very welcome to contact 
the school at any time. Parents can help us by taking a regular close interest in 
their son’s work, helping if necessary, and encouraging good study habits. We 
are grateful also for parents’ support in helping us to maintain a disciplined 
environment, a high standard of uniform and their son’s regular 
attendance at school.



“Students’ outstanding achievement is a result of good teaching, together with 
their own determination, high quality pastoral care and the high expectations 
that are en- shrined in the school’s ethos” Ofsted



Supporting our students

Homework 

The school endeavors to cater for the individual 
needs of all pupils and acknowledges that every 
pupil is entitled to receive full access to the 
curriculum provided. In order to achieve this aim 
some pupils need additional support and the 
school, in consultation with parents, will involve 
outside agencies where their help is deemed 
appropriate.  The school’s facilities are accessible 
to pupils with disabilities.
The nature of the school’s intake, based on 
the optional 11+ selection procedure, is such 
that many of our special needs relate to very 
able boys and, as a selective school, we are 
experienced and successful in developing the 
potential of very bright pupils.

Self study outside the classroom is seen as an integral part of the learning process. 
A pre-requisite for academic success at all levels is the establishment of good 
study habits and the regular allocation of time at home spent on additional work. 
We see the aims of this work as follows:
 
• To develop the ability to work independently, foster self-discipline and   

organise and take responsibility for one’s own time.
 
• To reinforce, consolidate, extend and apply knowledge acquired in school.
 
• To allow opportunities for wider reading and study in depth.
 
• To enable/encourage parents to take an active part in their child’s education by 

discussing, questioning and advising on homework that is to be done.
 
All pupils are provided with a student planner and are encouraged to organise 
their work carefully and accurately. The planner also provides one of the channels 
of communication between teachers, pupils and parents.



“Students’ outstanding achievement is a result of good teaching, together with 
their own determination, high quality pastoral care and the high expectations 
that are enshrined in the school’s  ethos”   Ofsted



Behaviour

We aim to foster self-discipline, encouraging boys to take responsibility for their 
own actions, through a disciplinary system which is firm yet fair. We expect good 
behaviour both within school and on the journey to and from school. We expect 
pupils to show tolerance, consideration and respect for others. We expect boys 
to be kind, punctual, to work hard and to allow others to do likewise.
 

Rewards
 
Boys are rewarded for good quality work, commitment, good behaviour, 
attendance and service to the school through a system of House Points on 
our computer based system Class Charts.  Parents have access to up-to-date 
behavioural information though the Class Charts app.
 
Academic attainment and commitment, musical and sporting success and boys’ 
contributions to the general life of the school are acknowledged and celebrated 
throughout the year.
 

Sanctions
 
Sometimes it is necessary to invoke sanctions which may range from a verbal 
reprimand through to an official detention. Parents are able to monitor 
behaviour (both positive and negative) through the Class Charts app.  If we 
become concerned about a boy’s attitude to school then we enlist the support 
of his parents as a matter of course. We reserve the right to declass a boy from 
lessons or exclude a boy from school for a serious offence.



“An extremely strong work ethic permeates all activity in the school so that all 
aspects are high quality. Exceptional artwork, excellent music and sporting 
success stand alongside the school’s high academic standards. “     Ofsted



Enriching the curriculum

We believe that participation in extra-curricular activities is of great importance and 
all pupils are encouraged to involve themselves in this broader aspect of school 
life. The school is fortunate in having staff who are willing to give up their time to 
organise clubs and societies which take place throughout the school year during 
lunchtime and after school.
 
Education off-site provides different learning experiences and our pupils are 
involved in trips and visits. Many are arranged in order to enhance and support the 
curriculum and relate directly to subjects being studied whilst others are ‘optional 
extras’. Each year there are visits to the theatre, art galleries and places of historical 
and geographical interest. 

The school prides itself on its sporting achievements in football and cricket as well 
as more unusual sports like Bike Polo.  There are lunchtime and after- school clubs 
in these and other sports such as rugby, athletics, basketball and volleyball.  Our PE 
department follows a “sport for all” ethos and there is an established programme 
of  inter-form sports enabling all boys in the school to sample competitive sport 
in one form or another.  The PE department provide a wide range of teams giving 
our highest achieving sportsmen the opportunity to compete against other schools 
not only in Redbridge but throughout London, Essex and the Home Counties. A 
number of pupils each year gain Redbridge and Essex County Honours in a variety 
of sports.  
 
The Music Department is active with a range of extra-curricular life with various 
clubs and ad-hoc groups rehearsing regularly in preparation for events and various 
other school-wide and community performance opportunities, which include the 
biennial Redbridge Music Festival at the Royal Albert Hall. 
 
 
Ilford County High School pupils enjoy a challenge and, consequently, we enter 
a variety of competitions both locally and nationally each year. These usually 
include the Jack Petchey ‘Speak Out Challenge’, the National Schools’ Mathematics 
Challenge, the Hans Woyda Mathematics Competition, the Physics Olympiad, 
Magistrates Court ‘Mock Trial’ Competition, and several others linked to Business 
Studies and Economics.



“Students have excellent opportunities to develop their leadership skills through 
their involvement in the main school and the wider community. They mentor 
younger students and take the lead in many activities”     Ofsted



Admissions Policy

All admissions to the school below the Sixth Form are managed by the London 
Borough of Redbridge, as the Admissions Authority, and not by the school.
 
Admission to Ilford County High School is based on a selection procedure which 
includes tests taken early September, for entry to the school in the following 
September. The tests, which are designed by a nationally recognised independent 
body to measure general ability having regard to age, are held at venues throughout 
Redbridge. The level of ability for entry is very high. There are usually about 6 times as 
many children entered for selection as there are places available.
 
Please refer directly to the London Borough of Redbridge website for additional 
information on the 11+ and entry to our school.

 

Sixth Form Admissons

The school administers Sixth Form admissions under criteria set by the London 
Borough of Redbridge, who are the Admissions Authority.  A small number of external 
students are admitted each year into Year 12 in the Sixth Form. The admissions criteria 
for Sixth Form admissions are available separately.



Ilford County High School



Ilford County High School 
Fremantle Road, Barkingside, Ilford, Essex, IG6 2JB 

Tel: 020 8551 6496
www.ichs.org.uk      

Email:  enquiries@ichs.org.uk


