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ICHS News 

ILFORD COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
11th September 2019 
New Issue no: 36 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to the new academic year.   

Over the summer work continued to improve our school buildings.  With the help of the London Borough 

of Redbridge we have been able to transform two former Physics laboratories into working classrooms and 
update our Reception area.  We are still completing the final finishing touches but these new facilities have 
already started to be used. 

I would like to congratulate our students, staff and parents on an excellent set of summer examination 

results, last year results were good but this summer’s were even better. 

At A Level 40% of grades were A*/A, 62% were grades A* to B and 83% of grades were at grade C or 

higher.  36% of our students achieved the Government “Gold Standard” of grades AAB or above in two or 
more facilitating subjects.  We would like to specially congratulate the 35 boys who achieved all grades A 
and A*. 

Last year we received a lovely letter from the Minister of State for School Standards congratulating us on 
our Progress 8 and EACC entry.  I have included a copy of the letter which we received in March last year 

on the next page.  It places us in the top 5% of state-funded mainstream schools in terms of progress 
between Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 4 and the top 1% of state funded schools in terms of entry to the 
English Baccalaureate. 

This year our results at GCSE have increased with 72% of results at grade 7-9 (the old grade A/A*) and 
88% of the year achieved the EBACC, up from 87% the year before.  Congratulations!  

Best wishes, 

Mrs Drysdale 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Welcome 
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SCHOOL DAY AND TIMES FROM SEPTEMBER 2019  

Start End Year 7 - 11  Start End Year 12 - 13 

08:35 08:45 Arrival  08:35 08:45 Arrival 

08:45 09:45 Period 1  08:45 09:45 Period 1 

09:45 10:45 Period 2  09:45 10:45 Period 2 

10:45 11:05 
KS4 Break 

KS3 Pastoral Time 
 10:45 11:05 

Yr 13 Break 

Yr 12 Pastoral Time 

11:05 11.25 
KS3 Break 

KS4 Pastoral Time 
 11:05 11.25 

Yr 12 Break 

Yr 13 Pastoral Time 

11:25 12:25 Period 3  11:25 12:25 Period 3 

12:25 13:25 Period 4  12:25 13:25 Period 4 

13:25 14:15 Lunch  13:25 14:15 Lunch * 

14:15 15:15 Period 5  14:15 15:15 
Period 5 

Or Home Study 

15:15 15:25 Dismissal  15:15 15:25 Dismissal 

  

* 
Sixth Form students are permitted to undertake Home Study during the afternoons and may leave site at 1.25pm 
assuming they; 

a) Have no timetabled lessons. 

b) They have not been asked to remain in school during lesson 5 because their attendance, progress or attitude 
has fallen below expected levels. 

c) Their parents have given permission for them to be granted home study. 
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SCHOOL TERM DATES FOR 2019-2020 

Ter m Star ts  Ends Hol idays/Inset  Days 

Autumn 
2019 

Mon 2 Sep 
2019 

Fri 20 Dec 
2019 

Non-contact days / 
School INSET days * 

Mon 2 Sep 2019 

Tue 3 Sep 2019 

      Half term break 

Mon 21 Oct 2019 

to 

Fri 25 Oct 2019 

      
Non-contact days / 

School INSET days * 
Thu 31 Oct 2019 

      Christmas break 

Mon 23 Dec 2019 

to 

Fri 3 Jan 2020 

Spring 2020 Mon 6 Jan 2020 
Fri 3 Apr  

2020 
Half term break 

Mon 17 Feb 2020 

to 

Fri 21 Feb 2020 

      
Non-contact days / 

School INSET days * 
Fri 14 Feb 2020 

      Spring break 

Mon 6 Apr 2020 

to 

Fri 17 Apr 2020 

Summer 
2020 

Mon 20 Apr 
2020 

Mon 20 Jul 
2020 

May Day bank 
holiday 

(VE Day 
Celebration) 

Fri 8 May 2020 

      Half term break 

Mon 25 May 2020 

to 

Fri 29 May 2020 

      
Non-contact days / 

School INSET days * 
Mon 20 Jul 2020 

* During INSET days’ students will not be in school. 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR AUTUMN TERM 

Friday 13th September    Year 13 UCAS Examination results to parents 

Monday 16th to Friday 20th September  UCAS Appeal process (Early Applicants) 

Tuesday 17th September    Year 11 Elevate Education session 

Wednesday 25th September    Year 8 HPV Vaccinations (first dose) 

       Year 12 Parents Elevate Education session 

Monday 30th September    Year 12 Safe Drive Stay Alive 

Wednesday 16th October    Year 11 Parents Elevate Education session 

Thursday 17th October    Progress Check Report 1 Home to parents (Yrs 11 and 13) 

Monday 21st to Friday 25th October   Half Term holiday 

WELFARE 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we start each academic year please note that is important that parents keep us updated with changes to 
their son’s medical conditions, allergies or general welfare. The information is treated sensitively and 

confidentially.  You can send the information by post, email or contacting the school office. 

On Wednesday 25th September 2019 the first dose of the HPV vaccination will be given to Year 8 students 

who have had consent to be given the vaccination.  The students will need to have breakfast on that day and 
wear a sort sleeved shirt. The vaccinations will be given by Vaccination UK.  The second dose of this 
vaccination will be administered on 1st April 2020.  Ilford County High School facilitates the process but its 

staff cannot answer direct questions about the immunisations. If you have any further questions that are not 

answered in the booklet provided please contact Vaccination UK about the specific nature of the process 
itself.  If you still have concerns then speak to your GP. 

Kind regards, 

Miss Warnock 
Head of Inclusion 
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FIRST AID FACILITIES 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Many of you will be aware of the changes that have taken place to improve the school’s Reception and 
office areas.  These improvements are very welcome and were made possible only with the support of the 
London Borough of Redbridge who paid for the building works.  The changes include work to improve the 
facilities in our “medical room”. 

We are going to take this opportunity to review our use of our first aid facilities so that we can offer our 
students the best possible care. 

If a student is feeling unwell we will ask them to report to the office window where an initial assessment of 
their needs will be made.  Minor cuts, bruises or students who are feeling a little “out of sorts” may be given 
some immediate first aid such as a cold pack, plaster or some water before being sent back to their lesson 
with a note  asking them to return should they continue to feel unwell or their condition get any worse. 

This means that our First Aid Room will be available to support students who are feeling unwell and need 
to be collected by parents or who have suffered an injury. 

We want to ensure every child who attends our schools receives the best possible care whilst minimising the 
time they spend outside of lessons.  These new arrangements should mean that the first aid room is reserved 
for use by those most in need and time spent away from learning is minimal.   

If you son has a healthcare condition such as diabetes he will be invited into the first aid room as normal to 
conduct blood sugar tests etc. 

Our school staff will continue to care for your son’s health to the very best of our ability, we look after your 
children in the same way that we care for our own children.  Staff members who work in the office, 
Reception and PE areas have received first aid training but we are not doctors or nurses, this means that it is 
important that your son tells us exactly how he is feeling and the he updates staff if he continues to feel 
unwell or his condition worseness.   

We will continue to work with parents to provide the best possible care for their sons.   

At the start of the new school year please ensure you have informed or updated the 
school about any allergies or medical conditions your son may have.  

Best wishes, 

Mrs Drysdale 

Headteacher 

TRAVELLING BUDDIES 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have had a request from a parent asking if we can set up a buddy system for boys who are travelling 
from the further parts of our catchment area. 

If your son is travelling a long way to reach ICHS and you would like to enquire if there is another student 
travelling from the same area on public transport please send an email to the school office on 
enquiries@ichs.org.uk.  

We will keep a record of the emails we receive and if there is a student travelling from the same area we can 
with your agreement put you in touch with each other. 

Kind regards, 

School Office 
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SCHOOL OFFICE 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

With the end of another academic year and to welcome the new students who will be starting in September, 
may I take this opportunity to layout some expectations regarding the School Office and draw your attention 
to a few aspects that will help with ensuring that we can support everyone as best as possible. 

The School Office is open on week days (term time) between 8.00am and 4.00pm. 

Parents/Carers are always welcome to in our school office. If you need to speak with a member of staff, but 
it’s not a safeguarding issue and you don’t have an appointment, please email enquiries@ichs.org.uk to 
request an appointment or to be contacted by a member of staff. This way, will be less time consuming for 
you and it will allow us to provide you with a better service. In the event of a safeguarding issue we do have a 
designated lead. 

As the School Office can get very busy outside lesson time, the spare phone in Reception can only be used 
by the students for emergencies.  If your son has forgotten to bring any school equipment (such as 
homework, any part of his school uniform or PE kit, etc), he will have to take responsibility for it and make 
sure he remembers the next day. 

We have two lost property areas in the school, one located in the School Office and the other in the Sports 
Hall.  Please make sure you label all your son’s items and check when he gets home that he has his own 
property, as students might take home other students’ items by mistake. If you check the labels and notice 
that they don’t belong to your son, please return to the School Office. 

We understand that transition period from Primary School can be difficult and cause some anxiety. All staff 
at ICHS is ready to help Parents/Carers and students to make this transition as smoothly as possible.  We 
kindly ask new Year 7s Parents/Carers to collect your children from the Fremantle pedestrian access in order 
to allow vehicles through the main gate.  

To report your son’s absence, you can text the school’s mobile number on 07860 030 493 or email  
attendance@ichs.org.uk by 9.00am.  This way, you don’t have to wait for the school Office to open as you’ll 
be able to do it at any time of the day. 

Sixth Form Parents/Carers can use the following email addresses as follows: 

Admission queries: sfadmissions@ichs.org.uk 

Attendance queries: attendance@ichs.org.uk  

UCAS/Universities matters: Pathways@ichs.org.uk 

Any other queries: enquiries@ichs.org.uk  

The school is unable to provide parking onsite, therefore if you need to come into the school, please park on 
local roads like Mossford Lane. Please: 

Make sure you don’t stop/park on the school grounds, in front of the school gates or on the roundabout; 

Be mindful when parking in residents only areas, so you don’t get a ticket or block other people’s cars. 

If you’re collecting your child from medical room, please do come through the main gate for Reception. 

If you have any queries, please do let me know. 

Thank you for your support, 

Mrs Branco (Office Team Lead) 
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COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS/CARERS 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Most of the school’s communication with parents/carers is done through text messages or emails the school 
sends by Groupcall.  We kindly request parents/carers to add 3174007@groupcallalert.com to your safe 
address list please in order to assure you receive our emails. 

With the start of a new academic year, we kindly ask you to make sure we have your correct contact details 
in our system through SIMS Parent Lite.  All parents/carers should now have been invited to join SIMS 
Parent Lite.  If you haven’t received this email, please contact the school office.  You are required to have a 
Microsoft, Twitter, Facebook, Google or Office 365 to set up your login. 

SIMS Parent Lite allows parents/carers to review and request changes to the data held on 
yourself and your children.  This can be done direct via smartphone, tablet or PC, the app is 
available both for iOS and Android.  

Kind regards, 
Mrs Branco 
Office Team Lead 
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CHILDFAIR STATE INQUIRY  

Dear all, 

We're looking for young people aged 13 - 21 to lead the next phase of the ChildFair State Inquiry: research 
and development of a new vision for the welfare state by children and young people themselves, with support 
from a sounding board of policy experts. 

This team of Young Leaders will be supported by the brilliant Leaders Unlocked to design and deliver the 
research project, engaging a total of around 2,500 children and young people from the communities they live 
in. 

They'll be able to challenge issues in areas like education, housing and public spaces, and come up with 
creative proposals for putting children's needs at the heart of local and national policy and practice. 

Please visit our website for more details: https://www.childrenengland.org.uk/news/needed-young-people-to
-re-design-the-welfare-state  

Kind regards, 

Ferzanah Ahmed 
Policy Project Lead 
Policy, Equalities and Communities 
Tel: 020 8708 2161 
Email: ferzanah.ahmed@redbridge.gov.uk 
Web: www.redbridge.gov.uk 
Twitter: @RedbridgeLive 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/redbridgelive  

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

Dear All, 

We would like to share with you another of our Students 
Achievements. 

Through his Cricket Club, Krishan has been Awarded the 
Jack Petchey Achievement Award last June.  

I hope this will encourage other students to have an 
active part in Sports.  

For further information on the Jack Petchey Foundation, 
please visit: 

https://www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk/  

Kind Regards, 

Mrs M Foucher 

Deputy Headteacher 
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LOST PROPERTY 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

The school has registered with Find My Kit organisation as we believe this is an important service for our 
Parents/Carers as it will allow to save money with uniform items replacement. 

This organisation will make available for parents to purchase smart tags (iron-on or sticker QR code) to 
label clothes. The school office will be provided with a free scanner. When a lost property item is received 
in the office with these labels, it will be scanned and the parents/carers will receive a text/email to let them 
know it’s been located. 

If you have any further queries, please contact the school office. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Branco 

Office Team Lead 
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DIGITAL SAFEGUARDING 
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SHARP SYSTEM 
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MAYOR’S COMMUNITY AWARDS 
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HAINAULT YOUTH CENTRE 
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We’re on the web: 

http://www.ichs.org.uk/ 

Phone: 020 8551 6496 
Fax: 020 8503 9960 
Email: enquiries@ichs.org.uk  

REDBRIDGE FAITH FORUM  

Redbridge Faith Forum is a local charity and strategic partner of the council - we run events and activities to 

enable people of all faiths to meet together to build bridges across our differences.  

 

Our very popular Annual Multi-Faith Walk will take place on Sunday 15th September so please save 

the date and come and join us 1.00-4.30pm. 

 

Our latest news bulletin is available by clicking https://redbridgefaithforum.org/wordpress/wp-content/

uploads/2019/07/Aug-2019-Vol-12-issue-5-1.pdf 

 

Redbridge Faith Forum,  

Room 16, Ground Floor, Redbridge Town Hall, 128-142 High Road, IG1 1DD 

Tel - 020 8708 2478 

Charity Reg. No. 1118675 

  

Email - Faith. forum@redbridge.gov.uk 

www.redbridgefaithforum.org 

  

If you would like to become a RFF member please email faith.forum@redbridge.gov.uk for a 
membership form.  


