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ICHS NEWS 

ILFORD COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
15th May 2017 

New Issue no: 7 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I would like to begin this newsletter by wishing all our students who are about to take public 

examinations the very best.  My advice to our students is to work hard whilst taking regular short 

breaks to allow their brains to assimilate the information they are revising.  Students need to eat well 

and continue to exercise in order to perform at their best.  The examination period is a stressful one 

for students, parents and teachers and I would like to wish you all well for the coming weeks.   

If you have sons in the lower years who will not be taking public examinations this summer you may 

be interested in a new set of films that have been produced by Ofqual to explain the changes to the 

GCSE, AS and A Level examinations.  Ofqual have written to us to say that these films are available 

on Youtube and that they are embedded in the Ofqual dedicated Facebook and LinkedIn pages. 

On a different note, I wanted to raise parental awareness of two things that are being discussed by 

young people at the moment.  The first is a trending Netflix series named ‘13 reasons why’ which is 

based on a young adult novel by Jay Asher of the same name.  The series is causing concern because 

of the sensitive themes it covers that include rape, bullying and suicide, for this reason the series has 

been given an 18 certificate which can be administered through parental controls.  This has been the 

most tweeted about show of 2017 and whilst many young people who might watch this are resilient 

and capable of differentiating between a TV show and real life, the content is extremely 

graphic.  We are aware that some students in school have watched the series and I wanted to ensure 

that parents were aware so they could talk about the issues raised in the series with their sons if 

appropriate.   If you would like to enable the parental controls on Netflix at home I have attached a 

guide for doing this to this newsletter.   

PTO 

Headteacher’s Welcome 



 2 

 

Equally the Blue Whale Challenge, is being discussed by young people.  This internet ‘game’ is 

played on smart phones, computers and tablets and is run by anonymous ‘Masters’ who encourage 

participants to take part in a series of damaging challenges over the course of 50 days.  The 

challenges become more and more extreme and include carving a blue whale into their skin, the 

final challenge is reportedly to commit suicide.  There is a great deal of debate about whether or not 

the challenge is a hoax or real but I felt it was important to alert parents  so that they could be 

vigilant.  I have included a link below with some additional information should you feel, as parents, 

it might be helpful, https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/advice-those-concerned-about-%E2%

80%98blue-whale%E2%80%99-hoax.  We are asking parents to be vigilant and to contact the 

school and your local NHS mental health service if you do have any safeguarding concerns. 

Young people today are facing different challenges to those we faced as children, as adults we often 

ask what we can do to support the young people of today.  I believe it is important that we are 

aware of the issues children face and the potential risks posed by the content of what is available 

online and on social media.  There is a wealth of information available to help us offer support.  The 

NSPCC has launched an updated Net Aware site for parents and carers that you may find useful 

and support services such as www.youngminds.org.uk are also available.  The experts tell us that the 

best way to protect young people is to talk about these difficult topics and to keep lines of 

communication open and to provide support and understanding. Best wishes 

Mrs Drysdale 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Welcome 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/advice-those-concerned-about-%E2%80%98blue-whale%E2%80%99-hoax
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/advice-those-concerned-about-%E2%80%98blue-whale%E2%80%99-hoax
http://www.youngminds.org.uk
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS TERM 

Friday 12th May     Year 9 Practice GCSE RS Exam 

Monday 15th to Friday 19th May   Year 13s Leavers’ Week 

Monday 15th May     Public Exams Begin 

       Year 11 Off Site Study begins 

       Year 10 GCSE RS Exam 

Tuesday 16th May     Year 12 A Level Parents Evening 

Monday 22nd to Friday 26th May   Year 10 Ecology Trip 

Monday 22nd May     Year 13 Structured Study begins 

Tuesday 23rd May     Year 8 CC Project: Enterprise 

Thursday 25th May     PC4 Home to Parents 

Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June  Half Term (Students not in school) 

Monday 5th June     Students return to school 

       Year 13 Off Site Study begins 

Monday 5th to Friday 9th June   Mentoring Fortnight 

Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th June  Year 7 Dover Castle Trip 

Monday 12th to Friday 16th June   Mentoring Fortnight 

Monday 12th to Thursday 15th June   Year 10 MFL Speaking 

Wednesday 14th June     Year 7 Dover Castle Trip 

NHS JOB COMPETITION 

Akshayan Manoranjan (9E) participated in a 
NHS Job Competition. Akshayan submitted 
a very creative video about a biological 
research’s job.  He was using his skills and 
knowledge to create a video that would raise 
public awareness about this job.  Akshayan's 
work was selected from a range of 2000 
entries and he was awarded with the "Highly 
Commended" certificate.  

I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate him for all his hard work and his 
creativity and also wish him luck in the 
second part of the competition, where all 
highly commended works are going to be 
reassessed and receive prizes. 

Mrs Cindea (Geography Teacher) 
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To all parents/carers, a gentle reminder regarding parking onsite 

and around the school: 

 No stopping on the school grounds, in front of  the school 

gates or on the roundabout. 

 Please be mindful when parking in residents only areas, so you 

don’t get a ticket or block other people’s cars. 

 Parking is available in local roads like Mossford Lane or 

Longwood Gardens. 

COMMUNITY AWARENESS 

Up until the end of term, Year 11 students will only need to 

attend for examinations other than for the specific dates 

below. They will have had an important examination 

briefing on Thursday 11th May, during assembly explaining 

all the relevant instructions.   

There will be a Sixth Form Induction Day on Thursday 

29th June, which students must attend from 9.30am to 

3.20pm.   On this day students will attend A Level lessons 

and be set various tasks/ background reading to complete 

over the summer holidays in preparation for their chosen A 

Level courses.  

From 8.30am on Thursday 29th June students will need to 

return all their textbooks to school and complete a form to 

prove that this has been done. Examination results will only be released to students once all of their books 

have been returned. 

Work Experience for Year 11 will begin on Monday 3rd July for two weeks.  Students will return to 

school for a work experience debriefing day on Monday 17th July at 9am. This will be the last official 

day that Year 11 will need to attend school. 

GCSE Results Day is on Thursday 24th August from 9.30am. All details regarding examinations, results 

and post results are available on the school website. 

Mrs Foucher (Deputy Head) 

YEAR 11S ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE TERM 

For Year 11s 
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YEAR 10 FRENCH FOOD MARKET 

Thursday the 4th of May saw the Year 10 GCSE French students hold 

different stalls in the main hall, where they talked about a festival of their 

liking, and discussed the different foods that are cooked for that special 

occasion. Split up into groups, each stall had to convey, the details of the 

holiday, the composition of the food, and why they eat it, to various MFL 

teachers and other guests, in French. Whilst the main aspect of the day was 

focussed on the different foods brought in by the students, the aim was for 

students to independently research on the various vocabulary used to 

describe food and holidays. 

Points were awarded to each group for how their table was set up and the food on display, in addition to 

the level of French vocabulary used. Most of the holidays were religious, with stalls for Holi, Eid being the 

topic of discussion, whilst there were other national holidays, like Bastille Day in France. Many students 

felt that this event allowed them to look at French in a more interactive and applicable sense rather than 

just learning grammar and tenses. With the incentive of free lunch on the line, stalls did all they could to 

impress the teachers, whether it was through their extravagant displays, or their eloquent language in their 

speaking parts. 

 

Here are what some students had to say about the event: 

 Eahsan, 10F, “It was a very good chance for us to practise the French that we have learnt over the past 

four years to actually talk about things we had to independently research about and see it in a fun, 

competitive environment”. 

 Shaahid, 10E, “This saw a more fun aspect to learning and I would definitely encourage more events 

like that to take place across all subjects”. 

On behalf of Year 10, a big thank you goes to Miss Akesse and Miss Famibelle for organising the event. 

Nabil Khan (10F) 
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It has been an outstanding year for the ICHS swimming squad, albeit with limited preparation. 

An excellent all round performance produced overall team wins for year 7 and 9, with year 8, 10 and senior 
boys teams finishing runners up within their age groups competing amongst 12 other school's within the 
Borough. 

Both individual and team relay's allowed our pupil's to demonstrate their physical prowess and team work. 

I would like to thank the following pupil's for their successful efforts: 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

            

  

  

          

  

  

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Stockill (Head of PE Department) 

SWIMMING GALA 

Yr 7    Yr 9    

Adithya Siddharthan  7F1  Dhruv Thakur  9O 

Miguel Artiaga  7H1  Hari Bhaskar  9H 

Saathviihan Sritharan  7H1  Daniel Rubyjoseph  9O 

Santhosh Satheeskumar  7H1  Hamza Islam  9F 

James Smart  7H2  Agampreet Mohal  9F 

       

Yr 8    Yr 10   

Belkacem Bella  8F  Harren Selvakumar  10O 

Thanuzan Chandrakumar  8F  Devesh Pungliya  10O 

Muhammed Junaid  8O  Piradab Vijayaratnam  10H 

Asher Williams  8H  Mathiventhan Praveen  10H 

    Athavan Yogeswaran  10H 

       

Yr 11  

Naren Kamalraj  11O  Shagor Chowdhury  11F 

Wai-Hong Man  11O     
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Following Theresa May’s announcement of a snap election on 18th April 2017, staff and students in the 

Politics Department, working with members of the ICHS Politics Society, decided to hold their own election 

within the school.   

It was decided that six parties which either have significant 

representation within the Houses of Parliament or enjoy a wide base 

of support within the UK would be included within the election. The 

final list was made up of the Conservatives, the Green Party, Labour, 

the Liberal Democrats, the Scottish National Party and the UK 

Independence Party.  

The call went out for volunteers to lead or support these parties and a 

talented group of political enthusiasts from years 9, 10, 12 and 13 

stepped forward. They divided the tasks of party leadership between them, devising speeches for assemblies, 

designing political posters and preparing to enter into a debate.  

During the first week of May, the ICHS Election 2017 team delivered assemblies to every year group within 

the school. In each assembly, there was a brief introduction to the election, after which the party 

representatives explained their policies to the audience, ensuring that these reflected the current positions of 

the parties in the UK as closely as was possible. 

As the date of our school election grew closer, the corridors 

of ICHS became increasingly decorated with political 

posters, including some brilliant original designs. These 

helped to spark conversations across the school, raising the 

profile of the national election.  

On 8th May, a large panel of student politicians gathered in 

the LRC to face an audience of pupils from every year 

group who had decided to give up their lunch times for the 

sake of political discussion. During the hour of debate 

which followed, the candidates defended each party’s 

position on Brexit, education, health, law and order, employment and international relations. Mr Pearson, 

Mrs Saffer and Mrs Ahmed were greatly impressed by the quality of the debate, which was exception both 

for its civility and for the depth of knowledge which the panel and the audience displayed through their 

contributions.  

Finally, on the 10th May, the school held its election, filling the ballot 

box a month ahead of the UK to ensure that all of the GCSE, AS and A 

Level students would have an opportunity to contribute. The Old 

Library was converted into a polling station, which was staffed 

throughout the day by students from years 12 and 13. Despite a busy 

schedule, with looming examinations, a grand total of 583 students and 

staff took time to cast their votes, creating a small mountain of ballot 

papers which were counted by a dedicated team of volunteers as soon as 

the polling station closed. The results were as per on the table on the 

right. 

SCHOOL ELECTION 2017 

Labour  181 

Conservatives 115 

UKIP 107 

Greens 81 

Scottish National Party 53 

Liberal Democrats 34 

Spoiled ballot papers 12 
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We shall have to wait until the 8th June to see how our election compares with the national result. In the 

meantime, the Politics Department would like to express our sincere thanks for the support and interest 

shown by students and teachers alike and we look forward with enthusiasm to the school’s next political 

event.  

Mr Pearson (Head of History, Government & Politics)  

SCHOOL ELECTION 2017 

Travel Concerns? We’d like to know. 

Youth Travel Ambassadors continue to work on behalf of our students looking at Road Safety issues and 

Active Travel. There have been Theatre Productions, Road Safety assemblies by TfL and YTAs have given 

both pre and post transition talks to young people, many of whom are travelling independently for the first 

time as they start secondary school. Dr Bike has been a frequent visitor with efforts to increase the number 

of students cycling to school and YTAs successfully secured £250 towards a safety campaign ‘Headphones 

Off, Surroundings On’ which they continue to work on.  

As part of the STARS Travel Plan we undertake an 

annual survey of students’ methods of travel to 

school. We are delighted that more students are 

cycling or walking to school. Car travel, however still 

remains high. Parents will shortly receive a very short 

questionnaire about school travel which will help us to 

look at issues which may be of concern to you about 

your sons’ safety. We look forward to receiving your 

responses and thank you in advance for your 

participation in this. 

C. Hitchcock (Travel Plan Coordinator) 

TRAVEL PLAN 
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We’re on the web: 

http://www.ichs.org.uk/ 

Phone: 020 8551 6496 

Fax: 020 8503 9960 

Email: enquiries@ichs.org.uk  

AUTHOR’S VISIT: MR IRFAN MASTER  

On Thursday 27th April, Year 9 were treated to a visit by children’s author 

Irfan Master.  

Irfan's first novel, A Beautiful Lie, was shortlisted for the Waterstones 

Children's Book Prize 2011 and was nominated for the Branford Boase 

Award 2012. He was project manager of Reading the Game at the National 

Literacy Trust, before becoming a full-time writer. He was here to promote 

his new book called ‘Out of Heart’. 

Irfan explained that he had a difficult childhood. He was reserved and 

uncommunicative. He said that he would always take notes and jottings 

which he wove into stories. One of his English teachers had faith in him as 

he could see that he was a good writer. 

Through his teacher’s encouragement, Irfan went on to college and later to university to study English 

Literature. He is now a successful author but always remembers his teacher who saw his potential and 

inspired him to work hard. 

Irfan read a passage from his new book and then had a lively question and answer session. Judging by the 

queue of boys who wanted to buy his book and get it signed, we can tell that it was a very successful visit.  

Mrs Saffer (LRC Manager) 


