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ICHS News 

Ilford County High School  
3rd April 2020 

New Issue no: 42 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
I would like to begin by thanking parents and carers for their kind words and supportive messages over the 
past two weeks whilst we all rise to the challenges presented by COVID-19 and remote learning.  It has not 
been an easy two weeks and I am grateful for the hard work of teachers, school staff and parents in helping 
our students to continue their learning at home. 
 
We have received some complaints about the work set.  Interestingly we have had about the same number 
of complaints about us setting too much work as we have about not setting enough!  We will continue to 
work hard to find the right balance.  We do appreciate that student access to the internet is very varied and 
that in many families’ parents working from home are sharing computers with their children.  Often work 
can't be completed at the time it is set.  Please do not worry about completing work if your son is unwell, if 
children are sick they need to take time to recover and get well before they resume their studies. 
 
Following feedback we will review the automatic alerts on ClassCharts issued when work is submitted or 
not submitted on time.  We realise that it is dispiriting to return from a period of sickness to be greeted with 
alerts informing you that you have not completed work but equally, parents and carers wish to be informed 
if work is not being completed on time.  Once again, we are working hard to find a balance. 
 
Where parents have given us specific feedback we have been able to share it with particular teachers and 
departments.  If your son is finding a particular set of work hard to navigate please email 
enquires@ichs.org.uk and we will let the member of staff know.  Communication is key and we need to 
work together to support our students.   
 
For those who wanted more work for their sons to complete I have written a 'Headteacher Challenge' that I 
have attached to this newsletter.  It is based on the adventure story Call of the Wild by Jack London.  It is a 
classic, historical novel and freely available on the internet.  The language in a couple of places is reflective 
of the attitudes of the time however it is an exciting, adventure story and a fixture in the American high 
school curriculum.  If students would like to read it and consider the 'Book Club' questions I have attached 
to the task I would like to hear what they think about the novel.  Please email headteacher@ichs.org.uk with 
answers! 
 
Any student at ICHS can access the public library’s ebooks collection and other digital online resources, 
which are all free.  This can be done using this link https://visionrcl.org.uk/libraries-learning/online-
resources/  
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Students will need to download overdrive to their devices to access this service.  All the details are available 
using the link. 
 
The option process is underway for Year 8 and Year 9 students.  A letter containing electronic log in details 
was sent to all parents on Tuesday evening in the post.  If yours has yet to arrive please do not worry, we 
know that the postal service is under considerable pressure at the moment and we have been told mail may 
take in excess of a week to arrive.  If you log in details have not arrived by the end of the Spring Break 
please contact the school and we will reissue them.  Mr Streatfield has sent a presentation to all students (via 
ClassCharts) and all parents (via GroupCall), it explains the process with slides and a voice-over.  If having 
watched the video you have further questions please get in touch.  We will be contacting all Year 11 
students about their A Level option choices after the Easter break.  We will be working hard to try and 
ensure everyone can study the subjects that suit them best. 
 
As I write this letter we have received no further guidance from Ofqual and the examination boards 
regarding this summer's GCSEs and A Levels.  When we receive the additional guidance that has been 
promised and have had time to read and digest it, we will inform parents of how the process will work at 
ICHS.  Please be aware that this will not be till after the spring break. 
 
The school will be closed over the spring break.  We will reopen, we expect through continued remote 
learning, on Monday 20th April 2020.  I send you all our best wishes.  Stay safe and we look forward to 
working with you all in the new term 
 
Regards, 
Mrs R Drysdale  
Headteacher  
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Walk to School 

Dear Parent/ Guardians, 
 
On Tuesday 17th March we held a non-uniform day to promote our work for both STARS Travel plan and 
Eco schools. In a time of uncertainty we would like to thank staff, students, parents and carers who sup-
ported this initiative. On a rather chilly morning we collected money at the gate from students who had 
worn non-uniform to help us to purchase a defibrillator for school. We collected £950 in total which was a 
fantastic achievement. Thank you! 
Students and staff were encouraged to walk, car share or leave the bus early. All of these have an impact on 
health as well as the environment. There were students who walked in groups and some who took the bus 
instead of being dropped off by car!  
Next term we plan to promote World Car-Free Day. Every year on or around 22 September, cities across 
the globe celebrate World Car-Free Day, encouraging motorists to give up their cars for a day. The event 
highlights the numerous benefits of going car-free to citizens—including reduced air pollution and the pro-
motion of walking and cycling in a safer environment. I invite your son to design a poster to promote this 
day in school. This needs to be A4 in size and can be handed to Mrs Hitchcock or Miss Capin in September 
for display around the school. 
Well done to everyone who took part in another successful ‘Walk to School’ 
 
Regards 
Mrs Hitchcock and Miss Capin 

Dear Parent/ Guardian, 

 

As you may be aware, during this time of remote learning, the school is using Class Charts to set work for 
our students'. Class Charts provides us with the facility to set work for each lesson, allowing students to 
upload their completed work and send it back to their teacher, where required, and receive individualised 
feedback. This process is one that is imperative to continue to support the progress of all students during 
this difficult time. To support this as a parent, can we please ask the following: 

1. Check that your son has access to his own Class Charts account so that he can upload work and receive 
feedback. 

Ensure that you can access your Class Chart parents account so that you can monitor and support the work 
being completed. All teachers will also communicate the non submission of work through the behaviour 
module of Class Charts that can also be seen through the parent app. 

If you or your son need an access code for these please contact enquires@ichs.org.uk. 

 

We have also asked staff to issue behaviour points for non submission so that; 

1.  It maintains communication between teachers and parents so that together we are able to support your 
son’s progress and ensure that it is not hindered during this time. 

Where work is persistently not submitted, to allow us to monitor this and carry out welfare checks. 

If your son becomes unwell you can of course inform the school via email so that we can inform his 
teachers not to expect work for the period of time he is unwell.  

 

Regards, 

Mr Kelly 

Deputy Headteacher  

REMOTE LEARNING 
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Notice Board 

 

Please see important information below from the Met Police. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

We find ourselves in unchartered territory during this International Covid19 Pandemic.  Whilst the majority of 
us are having to deal with new ways in which we live, work and educate, a small number of individuals are 
taking advantage of this situation and using it for their own criminal gains.  There have been a number of 
identified scams that have been posted to online social media and mobile phone direct messaging platforms, 
email and door to door contact.  As your Safer Schools Officer, we would like to encourage both parents/
carers and pupils alike to stop, think and research the authenticity prior to engaging or re-posting any message 
in order to prevent becoming a victim of this criminal activity. 

 

The attached document is from law enforcement, government and private sectors partners who are working 
together to encourage members of the public to be more vigilant against fraud. You can also find our Little 
Book of Cyber Scams and animations videos for online safety and fraud prevention at www.met.police.uk/
littlemedia 

 

Follow the Government advice to protect the NHS and save lives. 

 

Kind regards 

Redbridge Safer Schools Team 
 

http://www.met.police.uk/littlemedia
http://www.met.police.uk/littlemedia
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Beware fraud and scams during Covid-19 pandemic fraud  

Criminals are using the Covid-19 pandemic to scam the public – don’t become a victim. 

Law enforcement, government and private sectors partners are working together to encourage members of the public to 

be more vigilant against fraud, particularly about sharing their financial and personal information, as criminals seek to cap-

italise on the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Criminals are experts at impersonating people, organisations and the police. 

They spend hours researching you for their scams, hoping you’ll let your guard down for just a moment. 

Stop: Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your money or information could keep you safe. 

Challenge: Could it be fake? It’s ok to reject, refuse or ignore any requests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic you. 

Protect: Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve fallen for a scam and report it to Action Fraud*. 

Your bank or the police will NEVER ask you to transfer money or move it to a safe account. 

Criminals are targeting people looking to buy medical supplies online, sending emails offering fake medical support and 

scamming people who may be vulnerable or increasingly isolated at home. These frauds try to lure you in with offers that 

look too good to be true, such as high return investments and ‘healthcare opportunities’, or make appeals for you to sup-

port bogus charities or those who are ill. 

Reports from the public have already included online shopping scams where people have ordered protective face masks, 

hand sanitiser, and other products, which have never arrived and a number of cases have been identified where fake test-

ing kits have been offered for sale.  

Criminals are also using Government branding to try to trick people, including reports of using HMRC branding to make 

spurious offers of financial support through unsolicited emails, phone calls and text messages. 

This situation is likely to continue, with criminals looking to exploit further consequences of the pandemic, such as ex-

ploiting financial concerns to ask for upfront fees for bogus loans, offering high-return investment scams, or targeting 

pensions.  

Huge increases in the number of people working remotely mean that significantly more people will be vulnerable to com-

puter service fraud where criminals will try and convince you to provide access to your computer or divulge your logon 

details and passwords. It is also anticipated that there will be a surge in phishing scams or calls claiming to be from gov-

ernment departments offering grants, tax rebates, or compensation.  

Detailed counter fraud advice is available online, including from Scamsmart, ActionFraud, CIFAS, Take Five to Stop 

Fraud, Citizens Advice, Trading Standards and the National Cyber Security Centre.  

If you believe or know that you have 

been the victim of fraud, you can 

report to Action Fraud can be done 

online at 

https://www.actionfraud.police.uk 

or by calling  0300 123 2040 

To report offers of financial assis-

tance from HMRC contact phish-

ing@hmrc.gov.uk

https://www.fca.org.uk/scamsmart
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk
https://www.cifas.org.uk
https://takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/
https://takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/check-if-something-might-be-a-scam/
https://www.tradingstandards.uk
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk
mailto:phishing@hmrc.gov.uk
mailto:phishing@hmrc.gov.uk
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