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ICHS News 

Ilford County High School 
23rd July 2019 

New Issue no: 35 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As another school year closes I would like to thank all our staff and students for their hard work over the last year.  I 
would also like to wish you all a happy, safe and restful summer break and we look forward to welcoming our staff 
and students back to school in September. 

 

Thanks is also due to the Friends of ICHS for their hard work and support.  Their efforts have already meant that the 
LRC, Art Department and Wellbeing Suite have additional resources that we would not otherwise have been able to 
afford. 

 

The school will be closed over the summer break whilst further work takes place to renovate our buildings.  These 
works include a remodelling of our reception area and the refurbishment of two of our old physics laboratories back 
into classrooms.  I would like to publically thank the London Borough of Redbridge who are paying for this work to 
take place. 

 

We have taken the difficult decision to close and decommission our swimming pool from the 31st August 2019 due to 
the costs of running the pool.  Unfortunately there is a substantial amount of work that is required to the pool 
building and associated plant to bring the facilities to a suitable standard to continue its use.  As I am sure you will 
appreciate in the present financial climate the school is not able to undertake the required works, and has taken the 
decision to prioritise core teaching and learning above the running of the swimming pool.  This does unfortunately 
mean that the school will no longer be offering our students swimming lessons as part of our PE curriculum, instead 
the boys will participate in a full programme of sporting activities on our Sports Field and in our Sports Hall.  I can 
also confirm that from 31st August 2019 the pool will no longer be used by the London Borough of Redbridge 
through Vision to provide swimming lessons to the community and they will no longer hire the pool to private 
swimming clubs. 

 

A Level results will be published on Thursday 15th August 2019 at 7.30am and GCSE results will be published on 
Thursday 22nd August 2019 at 9.30am.  Both events will be held in the Sports Hall and additional details are available 
on our website. 

 

Best Wishes 

Mrs R Drysdale 

Headteacher  

Headteacher’s Welcome 
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FAREWELL & WELCOME 

Dear All, 

As the school year draws to an end it is with great sadness that we must say goodbye to some of our teaching 
colleagues as they move on to pastures new; whether that be to a new position; promotion; to spend time 
with a young family; or to begin retirement;  I would like to take this opportunity to publically thank them 
for their hard work and the support they have given to our students and the school and to wish them every 
success for the future. 

 

My thanks go to: 

 

Mr Nivison, Teacher of Geography, 

Mr Bearfield, Teacher of Geography, 

Ms Ismail, Teacher of Food and Technology, 

Mr Stainton, Teacher of Philosophy, 

Ms Patel, Teacher of Mathematics, 

Mr Emery, Head of Physics, 

Ms Wardrope, Head of Chemistry, 

Ms Tyler, Head of Biology, 

Ms Wood, Teacher of Technology and Deputy Head of Sixth form. 

 

In September we will be welcoming a number of new teaching colleagues to our school.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to formally welcome: 

 

Mr Adams, Teacher of English and Philosophy 

Mr Ampiah, Teacher of Technology, 

Ms Crombie, Assistant Headteacher, 

Dr Esky, Teacher of Geography and Philosophy, 

Ms Ofusu, Teacher of Food and Technology, 

Ms Qayum, Teacher of Science and Chemistry, 

Ms Rahman, Head of Chemistry, 

Mr Sarpong, Teacher of Humanities, 

Ms Zaman, Teacher of Science and Physics, 

Ms Zieba, Teacher of English and Philosophy 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to publically thank two members of our support staff, Ms Sanderson 
and Mr Stevens who will also be leaving us this summer.  I would like to thank also them for their hard work 
and the support they have given to our students and the school and to wish them every success for the 
future. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Mrs R Drysdale (Headteacher) 
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LOST PROPERTY 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

The school has registered with Find My Kit organisation as we believe this is an important service for our 

Parents/Carers as it will allow to save money with uniform items replacement. 

This organisation will make available for parents to purchase smart tags (iron-on or sticker QR code) to 

label clothes. The school office will be provided with a free scanner. When a lost property item is received 

in the office with these labels, it will be scanned and the parents/carers will receive a text/email to let them 

know it’s been located. 

If you have any further queries, please contact the school office. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Branco 

Office Team Lead 
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

Dear All, 

 

We would like to share with you one of our Students Achievements. 
Through St. John Ambulance, Harsh has just been Awarded the Jack 
Petchey Achievement Award. He has also achieved 500 volunteering hours 
and the Gold Grand Prior Award as well as the award for the most 
volunteering hours of the year in his unit. These awards were presented to 
him on Friday (12/7/19) by the Mayor of Havering at the award ceremony 
held by his unit. He is also currently the elected representative for East 
London on the London and South Youth Forum as well as a representative 
for the National Youth Forum.  

I hope this will encourage other parent's and children to volunteer within 
the community.  

 

Kind Regards, 

Mrs M Foucher 

Deputy Headteacher 

SCIENCE CHALLENGE DAY 

Dear Parent/ Guardians, 

 

The Science department held its annual science challenge day on Tuesday 16th July 2019 inviting year 7 students to take part 
in activities that tested their Scientific and engineering skills. This was also an opportunity to celebrate the end of their first 
year as scientists at ICHS. They were presented with two secret challenges on the day and pupils had to use a range of 
investigative skills to solve the problems. The tasks were marked on a variety of criteria from team work to Science 
application. The year 7 thoroughly enjoyed the 2 
sessions that were offered and the staff were 
impressed that the pupils took the tasks seriously and 
worked industriously. We hope they can use this as as a 
stepping stone to problem solve in the future. The 
tasks were particularly poignant considering the 50th 
anniversary of the Lunar landing. 

Thanks to Mr Emery, Mr Hamid and Mr Rumjaun for 
organising the tasks, running the sessions and offering 
advice on the day. The winners of the challenges will be 
revealed on AWARDS assembly soon. Thanks goes to 
the site team, the science technicians especially Ms 
Lanagan, the sixth form leadership team and the lower 
sixth physicists for helping to run this event smoothly. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Mr J Rumjaun 

Physics Teacher 
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REDBRIDGE CHILDREN’S BOOK AWARD 2019 

Dear Parent/ Guardians, 

A group of students from years 7 and 9 attended 
the Redbridge Children’s Book Award ceremony 
held in Redbridge Town Hall on the 27th June 
2019. For the last six months these students have 
read listed books, regularly participated in book 
discussion meetings and voted for both the short 
list and the winning titles.   

This wonderful event attended by the mayor, and 
participating schools from Redbridge and local 
boroughs, saw inspiring performances by poet 
Bella Cox and interviews with short listed authors 
Ali Sparkes and Malcolm Duffy. The students had 
an opportunity to talk with authors and get books 
signed. The student’s hard work and effort were 

rewarded by being able to take part in this highly enjoyable event, achieving a well merited second in the fun 
quiz and finding out which authors had won this year. The  winning authors were Onjali Q. Raúf for The Boy 
at the Back Of The Class (winner of the Children’s Book) and Malcolm Duffy for Me Mam. Me Dad. Me 
(winner of the Teen Book) 

Best wishes 

Kaaren Cruse 

LRC Manager 

Dear Parents/ Guardians, 

Every year we enter our best Year 12 chemists into the Cambridge Chemistry 
Challenge. This is a highly demanding test that stretches pupils well beyond the scope 
of their A level course. This year we had our best set of results ever with 8 students 
achieving a Copper Award, 6 a Silver Award and one pupil reaching the top award: 
Roentgenium. 

Congratulations to the following 8 students on achieving a Copper Award: Mohamed 
Ali, Shaahid Ashraff, Sanjeevan Iyadurai, Karthikan Kirupakaran, Kirujan 
Krishnakuumar, Shaun Leo Marianesan, Sivaram Sivanantharajah and Ranushan 
Suthakaran.  

Congratulations to Haris Ali, Sahl Bhatti, Alex Hantig, Nabil Khan, Maksymilian 
Sekula and Athavan Yogeswaran on reaching a Silver Award, placing them in the top 
28% of the field.  

Finally, and most impressive of all, a massive congratulations goes to Abbas Habib Kazmi! A first for our 
school, he attained the top Roentgenium Award placing him in the top 0.62% of students that were entered to 
this prestigious competition. This is a truly a remarkable achievement and one that has earned him a free 
summer school in Cambridge. Well done Abbas, you have made us all very proud. 

Kind Regards, 

Mrs E Wardrope 

Head of Chemistry  

CAMBRIDGE CHEMISTRY CHALLENGE 
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UKMT JUNIOR MATHEMATICS CHALLENGE 

Dear parent/ guardians, 

 

Last term, Year 8 students took part in the UKMT Junior Mathematics Challenge. A huge congratulations to 
the 29 students who achieved a Gold certificate including: 

 

Aayush Desai   Marvin Melroy 

Muhammad Miah  Aahil Manajee 

Riad Rahman   Zwen Khaw 

Aadith Ragunthan  Chunhei Lau 

Muhammad Yasir  Ishaq Shah 

Shazel Saeed   Ikem Enebeli 

 

Following a successful Junior Mathematics Challenge and obtaining a Gold certificate, some students were 
invited to take part in Junior Kangaroo. Well done to: 

 

Rashid Shehzad  Het Vora 

Adib Mon Khanam  Riyon Sunil 

Danushan Kogulan  Boris Richter 

Shayan Zaman  Ahrar Arib 

Ibraheem Hansa  Hamza Master 

Irfan Chowdhury  Daman Matharu 

Tanvir Karim   Danushna Sri Gowribalan  

 

Of the students who took part in the Junior Kangaroo, two students were awarded a Merit certificate after 
obtaining a score to put them in the top 25% of all students who took part. Congratulations to: 

 

Summant Bobbili   

Mahja Rahman 

 

As a department, we were delighted that two students from Year 8 were invited to take part in the Junior 
Mathematical Olympiad. This is a prestigious competition with only a small number of students invited to 
take part across the country. Well done to: 

Sonny Rai Green who not only achieved a Gold certificate in the Junior Maths challenge (being in the 
top two candidates for our school) but also a Merit certificate for an excellent score in the Olympiad.  

Scott Cobbold who was the best in our school for the Junior Maths Challenge. Scott received a distinc-
tion in the Olympiad and was amongst the top 210 students nationally. For this achievement he has 
received a medal from the UK Mathematics Trust, for which we he should be incredibly proud. 

Well done to all students in Year 8 for their entries into the competitions and their hard work in Maths this 
year.  

 

Kind Regards, 

Miss K Iqbal 

Head of Mathematics 

 



 8 

 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN 
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SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN 
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HEALTH & SAFETY 
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ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
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ACTIVITIES DURING THE SUMMER 
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We’re on the web: 

http://www.ichs.org.uk/ 

Phone: 020 8551 6496 

Fax: 020 8503 9960 

Email: enquiries@ichs.org.uk  

ACTIVITIES DURING THE SUMMER 

Dear Parent/ Guardian, 

Please follow the link to see a range of activities that will be taking place in Redbridge during the summer 

hol iday.  https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/redbridge -events/summer-hol iday-act ivi ties-for-

children/?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=SocialSignIn   

Kind Regards, 

Mrs J Branco (Office Team Lead) 

OPEN UP YOUR STREETS FOR PLAY THIS CAR FREE DAY  
Teaser: 
Open up your streets for play this Car Free Day 
Deadline is 1 August. First 100 London streets to sign up will receive a spacehopper and be in with a chance of 
winning a Go Kart workshop for their street. 
 
Further info: 
The London Borough of Redbridge has pledged to support up to 22 play streets across the borough this International 
Car Free Day, 22nd September or during the same week if you are a school! Open up your streets for play as a one-off 
or on a regular basis. Apply by 1 August. 
To apply and learn more about running a play street in Redbridge visit https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/leisure-sport-
and-the-arts/play-streets/  
London Play are giving away free spacehoppers to the first 100 streets to sign up and you will also be in with the 
chance of winning a Go Kart workshop if you sign up. Swap your car for a spacehopper this September. Learn more 
this offer by visiting: https://www.londonplay.org.uk/content/45518/our_work/recent_work/car_free_day_2019/
car_free_day_2019 
 
Rawnak Jassm, Neighbourhood Engagement and Education Officer 
Civic Pride, Rawnak.Jassm@redbridge.gov.uk 
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