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Dear Year 11 and Year 13 students, parents and carers, 

I wrote to all Year 11 and Year 13 students on the last day of the Spring Term to inform them that Ofqual had 

published more detail about how schools and colleges have been asked to support the production of GCSE and A 

Level grades this summer.  I included two documents in my letter, the links for each are given below: 

Ofqual letter to students: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter

_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf 

Ofqual guidance on how GCSE and A Level grades will be awarded in Summer 2020: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020 

As a school we have now begun the process of  generating the centre grades we will be submitting to the 

examination boards.  We are taking great care over the production of these grades and are working hard to ensure 

they truly reflect the performance of each candidate and that they are as fair as possible. 

The grades are not being produced from a single grade in a test or examination but, as you would expect we are 

striving to take a holistic view of student performance and are drawing on a number of different sources that include 

assessment and test data, prior attainment and student progress data. We are following the advice we have been 

given by Ofqual and I attach a link to a short video produced by Ofqual for students which explains the process of 

generating grades. 

Ofqual video for students explaining the process of generating grades: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXuDOrtJY1Q&feature=youtu.be 

The guidance given to us by Ofqual states that we must not tell students the grades we have submitted to the 

examination boards and that they must remain confidential.  We will be following this guidance and will not tell 

students or their parents the grades we have submitted to the examination boards or the rank orders that we have 

also been asked to submit. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXuDOrtJY1Q&feature=youtu.be
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In order to maintain the integrity of our in-school processes we will not be altering historic grades held in our school 

systems or republishing them at this time.  Please do not ask teachers to reveal the grades they are submitting to the 

examination boards or to discuss the processes we are following to generate the grades and ensure they are fair.  

Whilst I appreciate this may be frustrating it is important that staff can complete the generation of grades in a 

measured, confidential and systematic way without the distraction of outside influences.  Please be reassured that 

we want to be both positive and fair.  

Please remember that the grades we submit to the examination boards will not necessarily be the grades you are 

awarded when the results are published.  Ofqual will be carrying out a standardisation exercise to ensure that results 

across the country are fair and that students are not advantaged or disadvantaged if one school or college is more or 

less generous than another when awarding grades. 

Kind regards 

 

 

Mrs Drysdale 

Headteacher 

 


