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Dear Parents/ Carers  

Firstly, may I congratulate you son on his success in the 11+ assessment and welcome him to the Ilford County High 

School community.  This is likely to be the beginning of a seven year partnership between your son, the school and 

you, his parents or carers, before he makes a successful transfer into university, apprenticeship or employment, 

whichever is the pathway he chooses to follow. I very much look forward to welcoming your son to the school later in 

the year and expect that he will enjoy his time with us and make the most of the opportunities the school can provide. 

Transferring to a new school can be a daunting process and I hope the information provided with this letter is helpful 

to you.  Please do get in touch with us, via the school office, if you need any particular information, wish to make us 

aware of any concerns you have or have any further questions about the school and you son‘s future with us. 

Ilford County High School is an academic school and offers a demanding programme of subjects through to 

examination at age 16 and at age 18.  It is however important that your son realises at an early stage of his school 

career that success in examinations is a measure of what he achieves during his time in school and not the sole purpose 

of his education.  He will have many opportunities to develop personally and to join in and lead a variety of activities.  

It is important he takes these opportunities and thereby develops the personality and character that people will 

appreciate and respect. You will be aware that competition for university and employment placements is increasing 

and therefore, whilst examination performance is important, it is by no means the only factor that employers and 

admissions tutors take into consideration. 

We have a House System that provides support and guidance to students as they move through the school and 

provides increased opportunities for boys to take part, take responsibility and to have their achievements recognised 

and celebrated.  
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We are currently in the process of developing our curriculum to ensure that students are able to demonstrate their 

achievements across a range of subjects: English, Maths, Science, Languages, Humanities and the Arts; that will seek 

to ensure they achieve a broad and balanced education and an enthusiasm and love of learning that will last well 

beyond the school gates. 

You will find in this pack a confidential admission form please complete and return it back to the school by Friday 5th 

June 2020. 

In the pack that accompanies this letter you will find information about free school meals.  I would urge you to look at 

this information and if your circumstances are appropriate then please make an online application for this provision.  

This is important not only for the wellbeing of your son but also for his education and that of his fellow pupils, the 

school’s budget is, to a certain extent, determined by the number of pupils registered to receive free school meals and 

it is obviously to everyone’s advantage that the school receives its full funding entitlement.  I would ask you therefore 

to submit an online application if you qualify with London Borough of Redbridge. 

Schooling is about opportunity and choice and seeking to ensure that you place yourself in a position where you have 

choices as to your future.  I am sure that your son will make the best of his time at ICHS, make the most of his 

opportunities and ensure he has control over his future.  ICHS has a strong tradition of academic success and provides 

unique opportunities for our boys to grow and mature into young men able to benefit from the very best of education.  

We look forward to working with you in the coming years. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs R Drysdale 

Headteacher 

 

 

 


