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ICHS News 

Ilford County High School 
6th March 2020 

New Issue no: 40 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
Welcome back after the half-term break. I hope you all had the opportunity to take a well 
deserved break. 
 
Our last half term was extremely busy. The high point for many of our students was the first 
ICHS Celebration Evening which took place on Thursday 16th January 2020. During the 
evening students were rewarded for making outstanding progress in different curriculum areas. 
Between each set of awards we were treated to some outstanding performances from our 
students– music, dance and drama all featured as did some superb spoken word recitals. 
 
Regarding many of our traditional school prizes we discovered that although in recent years all 
prizes had been awarded to ex– Year 13 students historically these prizes had been awarded to a 
range of students from Year 7 to Year 13. In January we returned to this older tradition and it 
was a pleasure to award these whole School prizes to such a wide range students  who have all 
worked  incredibly hard to make outstanding progress. Congratulations to all our prize winners! 
A number of students have written about their experiences of the evening late in this newsletter. 
 
The Friends of ICHS have included a feature in our newsletter celebrating  the amazing work 
they have been undertaking in support of the school. Upcoming events include a Woodford and 
Ilford Year 7 and 8 disco held at ICHS and a Mothers Day Event where boys can buy a gift for 
their mothers, grandmothers and aunts. I would like to thank them for their continued support 
and to ask you to please support their events and activities– the money they have raised is 
making a need difference in supporting all the students at ICHS. 
 
I do appreciate that it is very worrying time at the moment with the outbreak of the Corona 
Virus. I hope you have received the updates we have sent with the advice from Public Health 
England over recent days. The School is following the advice we have been given and we are 
encouraging all students to ensure basic hygiene rules and handwashing with soap and hot water 
are followed. We will continue to follow the advice we are given and will keep you informed of 
any changes. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
Regards, 
Mrs R Drysdale  
Headteacher  

Headteacher’s Welcome 
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GOVERNORS MESSAGE 

Dear parent and carers, 

 

 I hope that you have all had a great Half Term break and wish you a very happy new year. 

 A number of parents have asked questions about what is the division of responsibilities between the 
governors ,the headteacher  and the local authority so I have tried to summarise below the key areas 

 

 The responsibility of the governors is to make sure that  

  The vision ,ethos and strategic direction of the school are clearly defined 

 The headteacher performs her responsibilities for the educational performance of the school 

 The use of the schools 'finances is sound, proper and effective  

 

You will find the vision and ethos on the school website. The schools attainment and progress scores are  
good and  continue to improve .Our deficit is gradually being reduced and should be less than £250,000 at 
the year end (  it has recently been reported  in the Guardian (19 December 2019) that nearly 30 per cent of 
secondary schools now have a deficit and the average is £575,000 ) 

 

 The responsibilities  of the headteacher include 

  The internal organisation ,management and control of the school 

 The educational performance of the school 

 Along with others ,leading ,developing and supporting the strategic direction ,vision ,values and 
priorities of the school 

 Developing ,implementing and evaluating the school’s policies, practices and procedures 

 Leading and managing teaching 

 Lead ,manage and develop the staff including appraising and managing their performance  

 Day to day management of student welfare and safeguarding  

 

The responsibilities of the local authority include 

 Day to day management of staffing 

 Distribution and monitoring of funding 

 Admissions procedures (including the 11 plus ) 

 Employment of staff at the school 

 Safeguarding the welfare of children ( including   arrangements for looked  after children ,special 
educational needs and disabilities  

 Advisory rights in connection with employees at the school 

 Owners of the land and premises at the school (including the responsibilities of a landlord of the 
premises ) 

 Quality assurance in schools  

  

Kind Regards, 

Melvin Pedro 

Chair of Governors  
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS TERM 

Monday 9th March      Year 10 and Year 11 Geography Trip 

Tuesday 10th March      Year 11 Geography Trip 

       Year 11 Biology Mock 

       Year 9 Globe Theatre Trip 

Wednesday 11th March    Year 10 Biology Challenge  

Thursday 12th March    Year 11 Maths Mock 

Friday 13th March     Year 9 Options talk (Assembly) 

Tuesday 17th March     Walk to School Non Uniform Day 

Wednesday 18th March    Home School Links 

Thursday 19th March     AQA Hub Meeting 

       Year 13 Mock Results Day 

       Year 13 Mock Results Sent Home to  

       Parents 

       Mathematics Olympiad/ Intermediate  

       Kangaroo 

       Year 11 PE Moderation 

       Year 10 Philosophy Mock 

Friday 20th March     Mothers Day Gift Sale  

Wednesday 25th March     EWMHS Exam Stress Workshop  

       Year 7 & Year 8 Disco 

Thursday 26th March    Year 9 PTC 

       Year 11 Maths Mock 

Wednesday 1st April      Year 8 Curriculum Evening  

       HPV Vaccinations 2 (Year 8) 

       Year 8 Options Talk (Assembly) 

Thursday 2nd April     Model UN Conference  

Monday 6th April to Friday  17th April   Easter Spring Break 

Monday 20th April      Summer Term Begins  
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Happy New Year 

 

We hope you all had a lovely break over Christmas.  

Before we broke for Christmas FoICHS thanked the staff of ICHS and gave them a gift. 

We wanted to let them know how much we appreciate all their hard work and the help that they give us to 

make the Friends of ICHS a success. 

 

Spring term 2020 Committee meeting 

Committee meeting was held on Thursday 9th January 2020 and it was lovely to have some parents join us 

and help to shape our future ventures. We discussed how well our previous events performed and what 

could be done to make them even better. 

Our Autumn term events increased our bank balance to £4,061, these events included the Quiz Night, the 

Disco, Parent Evenings and the selling of donated books.  The funds raised will go towards the purchase of 

benches, audio visual equipment as well as ICHS merchandise. 

ICHS Quiz Night 2019 

What an amazing night for our first Friends of ICHS evening event!  

Nearly 200 Friends, parents, pupils, teachers and governors joined in the fun on Friday 22nd November 

competing to become the first ever FoICHS Quiz Champions. The winners on the night were the parents 

and pupils from Table 10 – many congratulations! 

 

As well as the excitement of the quiz we were overwhelmed by the generosity of companies, organisations 

and members of the FoICHS group who donated some amazing prizes for our Grand Raffle and wonderful 

food for the Refreshments stall.  

In no particular order, we would like to sincerely thank the companies who supported us by providing raffle 

prizes for the event: 

 

Friends of  Ilford County High School
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We would also like to extend our thanks to the amazing 

members of FoICHS who helped make the event such a 

success and resulted in us raising an outstanding 

£1654.26! 

Look out for the next FoICHS event on the website, and 

if you’re interested in joining or helping in a future event, 

please do get in touch. 

http://friendsofichs.co.uk/ 
twitter: @FOICHS 

TheFriendsofICHS@gmail.com 
 

 

Disco 
The joint disco at WCHS was an absolute hit  for the boys and girls and the volunteer parents.  Many were 
seen discreetly head bopping in the corridors and in and around the hall!  

A record number of boys attended this year (85) and in total with 
the girls over 200 young people.   As expected the girls loved 
dressing up whereas the boys kept it casual.  We made a profit of 
over £500, which will all be spent to benefit our boys.  We will 
check our wish list of items which have been selected by the 
children and teachers themselves.  Once we’ve decided we will let 
everyone know. 
It was the first year that ICHS parents have helped at this joint 
event with FoICHS(Friends of Ilford County High) leading and 
co-ordinating with Woodford County .  All the parent volunteers 
commented how they really enjoyed meeting other parents, taking 
part and helping at the event. This was key to the success of the 

night going so smoothly. We were on our best behaviour and hope that this will be the start of many more 
joint events between us and the WCHS PFA (Parent Friends Association). It all went smoothly with teachers 
present from both schools.  Thanks to Mr Kelly and Miss Thompson for helping on the night.  Your presence 
and support was very much valued. 
  
Also thank you to everyone who let their children attend, and supporting this fundraising activity.   We are 
really pleased to let you know, following the success of the Autumn term disco,  we are planning a Spring term 
disco for the year 7/8, but this time at Ilford County High School, so do hope more of the boys can attend 
and support the event at their own school.  We will keep you all posted. 
 
 

Sixth Form Open Evening 
It was great to meet the new parents & boys at the 6th Form open evening.  

Although not one of our most lucrative events, it was good to let parents know we exist.  Spreading the word 

about the FOICHS and fundraising a little too. 

The year 13 boys manning the subject stands were amazing, inspirational and so appreciative of their 

teachers/school.  It made us proud to be part of the school and proud of doing our little bit too! 

 
 

Friends of  Ilford County High School 

http://friendsofichs.co.uk/
mailto:TheFriendsofICHS@gmail.com
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Up and coming Events 

Between now and End of June we will be organising: 

A joint Disco with Woodford County High School to be held at Ilford County High School. 

We will also be organising a Mother’s Day Event where the boys will be able to buy something for their 

mothers. 

You will also find Friends of Ilford County High School at Parent Teacher Consultations selling 

refreshments. 

Please come and support us, all funds raised are used to purchase items for the boys. 

 

Sponsor a classroom 

The Friends of ICHS are pleased to announce our next major initiative - ‘Sponsor a Classroom’  

Working in partnership with our school, we plan to find sponsors to refurbish a number of classrooms in 

ICHS.  This will include new tables, chairs, storage, décor and soft furnishings – ‘classroom re-vamps for the 

New Year 2020’ - and we need your help!   

How to get involved: If you are a parent who is employed by a company who can support this initiative, or 

perhaps own a company that would be willing to sponsor part of or a whole classroom, or if you would like to 

contribute financially and be a classroom sponsor – please do get in touch with us at 

TheFriendsofICHS@gmail. 

More details of our events will be provided in later newsletters. 
 

Twitter 

You can now keep up-to-date with Friends of ICHS events and news by accessing our Twitter pages. Find us 

online at: www.twitter.com/FOICHS  

 

 

 

 

All essential information will also be communicated by other channels (email / text / letter/newsletter) but on 

Twitter we will post lots more interesting things that we are involved in on a regular basis.  Please do follow 

us. 

Don’t worry if you have never used Twitter before.  It is relatively easy to get the hang of and helps setting up 
an account can be found here:  https://help.twitter.com/en/using-twitter/create-twitter-account 
Alternatively email the Friends of ICHS if you want assistance - ThefriendsofICHS@gmail.com 

Get involved, meet some new people and help our boys flourish at school. More details of this and all our 

events are on our website:  www.friendsofichs.co.uk. 

 

Friends of  Ilford County High School 

http://www.twitter.com/FOICHS
https://help.twitter.com/en/using-twitter/create-twitter-account
http://www.friendsofichs.co.uk
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AMERICAN EVENINGS AT LATYMER UPPER SCHOOL 

Dear  Parents/ Carers, 
 
Wishing you a very happy New Year! 
 
Please find below details of an evening in March which your students, parents and staff are very welcome 
to attend. 
 
US Athletic Recruitment and US Sports Scholarships Evening - Thursday 19 March 2020, 6.30pm, 
Main Hall, Latymer Upper School 
 
Talk by Rob Thomas (Sporting Elite USA)  
 
For students in Years 10 and above and parents  
 
Kind regards 
 
Simon Ware 
HEAD OF INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY APPLICATIONS 

CONGRATULATIONS TO GILLES 

MALCOLM THE CATERING 

MANAGER WHO WAS AWARDED 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH IN 

DECEMBER BY AIP  

CONGRATULATIONS 
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LINGUISTS OF THE MONTH 
Dear Parent / Carers, 

 

Please see below the linguists of the month. 

(French/Spanish/German): January 2020 

  
Jahavan Thirukumara (Year 11) 

Ayham Shaheed (Year 10) 

Shayan Zaman (Year 9) 

Terry Ranjith (Year 8) 
Aryaan Haque (Year 8) 

Javed Abdul-Rehman (Year 11) 

Abdullah Nadeem (Year 11) 

 

Regards, 

Ms Famibelle. 

Dear  Parent/ Carers, 

 

Please DO NOT stop on the mini roundabout to drop your sons off.  Stopping across the vehicle access 
to the school makes it difficult for other road users. Please be aware of the impact this may cause to local 
residents when parking as we have had a number of complaints about cars parked on the residents 
property, the church carpark and in bays marked “residents only”.  

In addition the school office is open from 8am - 4pm Monday to Friday.  On occasions parents arrive at 
reception or phone the school looking for their son who has failed to meet them after school/return 
home.  We realise that this can be very worrying for parents and set out below some helpful suggestions to 
prevent this from happening:.   

• have a designated pick up point to meet your son  

• have a plan B if something changes 

• if your son has a mobile phone ask him to check in with you after school e.g. if they are watching         
football 

• Log on to Classcharts to see whether they have a detention    

 

We hope you find the above suggestions helpful.   

 

Thank you for your support, 

School Office 

 

COLLECTING STUDENTS 

(French/Spanish/German): February 2020 

 

Kavin Surenthiran (Year 7H1) 

Albert Antonescu (Year 7H2) 

Saanujanth Sivathasan (Year 8)   
Scott Cobbold (Year 9) 

Mahi Ahmed (Year 10) 

Aryan Sharma (Year 11) 
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POETRY CORNER 

Eight Weeks’ Grace 
My dear mother, I remember it well, 

A peaceful smile while a tear fell; 

The kitchen clock had struck midnight, 

A glimmering gleam, a loss of light; 

Grey skies of lightning, booming with thunder, 

My kin stepped in, tearing asunder; 

Clutched in my hand, a ribbon red, 

To hold us together from that void of dread; 

In those clouded eyes I saw, 

A pearl of you, a pearl of war; 

Now golden rays show crumbling dust, 

‘til next term’s fear, endure we must. 

 

- Peter Stevens  

I Can Remember It Well 
I can remember it well, 

When I woke up. I rubbed my eyes sleepily. 

Then I opened them and saw…nothing. 

I jumped out of bed looked around frantically. 

Found nothing. Kept searching, searching, 

One day, one night. 

Next morning, 

I went to mother; she told me 

What she had done. I felt my anchor rising, 

I lost my bearings. Stranded was I at sea. 

My boat was drifting, sinking. 

My eyes were clouding, closing. 

After the storm, one boat has always been missing.     

   -S.A  
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REDBRIDGE has Fire Cadets!!! DO NOT MISS OUT! 

Dear Parent/ Carers, 

We have been contacted by the Fire Cadets asking the school if we have any students from the London 

Borough of Redbridge  who are interested in being  part of the  2020/2021 course.  

 

What is Fire Cadets?  

 Fire Cadets is a FREE uniformed youth organisation that runs out of a local fire station (Ilford) one even-
ing a week (Tuesday) from 17:30-20:30. 

• The course will be run over an academic year and offers the young people participating the opportunity 
to develop fire brigade related skills aligned to a recognised qualification; the Edexcel ‘BTEC Level 2 
Award in Fire and Rescue Services in the Community’.  

• There are 16 places available in each unit. FIRST COME FIRST SERVE! 

• The course also provides young people with the opportunity to learn and enhance life skills such as 
team work, leadership, problem solving, communication, H&S, first aid and these are recognised within 
their LFB Portfolio. 

Previous cadets have also represented the Brigade at a number of events from local safety days, fundraising 
and commemorative events to London-wide and National events such as the Royal commemoration of the 
start of World War 1, the anniversary of Operation Dynamo, the London Marathon  and the Brigade’s own 
150th celebrations. 

  

How do they apply?  

Young people have to be 14-17 (their 18th Birthday must not be before December 2020). There is no other 
criteria they have to meet, we only have 16 spaces and look for the most keen and committed! 

If your son is interested please contact the London Fire Brigade at:   LFBFireCadets@london-fire.gov.uk 
or  020 8555 1200 

 

Rachel Foster 

Fire Cadet Co-ordinator  

 

mailto:LFBFireCadets@london-fire.gov.uk

