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ICHS NEWS 

ILFORD COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
17th March 2017 

New Issue no: 4 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As I am sure you are aware the “New Build” is reaching completion with a handover date in the Summer.  

Having recently toured the building, I am really excited about the improved facilities it will offer to staff 

and students at ICHS.  

Alongside the new laboratories and classrooms, there are brand new catering facilities.  These include a 

“grab and go” kiosk and a Sixth Form Café to complement our newly refurbished canteen.  These new 

additional facilities will be available for us in September and should help to reduce queuing in our main 

canteen. 

We have recently undertaken a tendering process to appoint caterers to work with us through the next 

phase of our development.  The contract was awarded to “Alliance in Partnership” who will start working 

with the school after the Easter Break.  There will be no changes to the Parent Pay system and all balances 

will be automatically transferred to the new catering company.  As a parent/carer there will be no changes 

to the way you pay for your son’s meal.  Students will notice a change in the Canteen with new menus and 

signage, and I am pleased to say that Canteen Staff will be staying with us so there will still be plenty of 

familiar faces. 

Alliance in Partnership have provided us with forms to allow parents/carers and students to request allergy 

menus and carbohydrate information to support students on special diets.  I have attached the forms to 

this Newsletter.  If you would like to request allergy or carbohydrate information, please complete the form 

and either return it to the School Office or email it to enquiries@ichs.org.uk. 

If any Parent/Carer feels their son may qualify for Free School Meals, please complete the application at 

https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/schools/free-school-meal-application/.  All students pay for their meals 

using the Parent Pay system regardless of how money is uploaded to their account.  Other students are 

completely unaware of who is and who is not in receipt of Free School Meals, so please do not let issues of 

confidentiality put you off applying for the Free School Meals.  The food in the Canteen is very good and 

the feedback we receive from the students about the quality of the food on offer is extremely positive. 

Best wishes 

Mrs Drysdale 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Welcome 

mailto:enquiries@ichs.org.uk
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/schools/free-school-meal-application/
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GOVERNORS’ BRIEFING 

Many of you will no doubt have read in the papers recently about the financial crisis in schools, the new 

funding formula for schools and the Chancellor giving an extra £216 million in the Budget for repairing 

school buildings.  So I thought it might be helpful to give you some idea of where our money comes from 

and where it goes and how this relates to it. 

The amount paid to the school by the Government (either 

directly through the new funding formula  or  as currently 

via the local authority) is calculated primarily according to a 

formula which gives a certain minimum amount per pupil 

which is adjusted (but not usually by very much) to take into 

account certain factors pertaining to the school, its pupils 

and the area they are in together with an additional amount 

known as the “pupil premium” and which is calculated 

according to the number of pupils a school has in certain 

categories such as being entitled to free school meals. 

The school also receives additional self-generated income from letting the school premises such as the 

swimming pool to third parties and from donations. 

On the other side of the equation most of our money is spent on salaries with the balance being spent on 

maintenance, IT, books, exam fees and a few other miscellaneous items. 

The financial crisis has occurred because although it may well be correct as the Government says that it is 

giving more money to schools than ever before, the cost to schools of providing an education to the 

pupils is more than ever and whilst the amount given to schools has generally been frozen the costs have 

and continue to increase substantially.  

The above relates to day to day operations and separately to this we receive funding from the 

Government/Local Authority in various ways to acquire/ repair/improve capital assets such as buildings.  

Similar to any school with an old building, repairs and improvements can be very expensive and we continue 

to discuss with the Local Authority the funding of these works and there have been recent 

improvements/repairs such as new toilets and stopping the leaks in the roof.  It remains to be seen how the 

Chancellor will distribute the extra £216 million and whether any of it will find its way to us. 

Like all schools we are therefore having to see if there are any ways we can be more efficient and save costs 

and if we can self-generate any more income so if anyone has any ideas in this respect or would like to help 

us to do so please contact me or the Headteacher. 

Best wishes  

Mr Pedro 

Chair of Governors 
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Dear Parents/Carers 

I met with a group of parents recently who are keen to investigate ways in which they could support the 
school, particularly in regards to raising money to improve facilities at ICHS.  

We have a Home School Links Meeting on the 22nd of March at 7.00pm in which we are planning to share 
exciting information regarding the New Build with parents and some of the funding challenges the school 
is currently facing.   

If you would like to come forward and be part of the group of parents discussing how we might raise 
additional funds to support the school, please come along to the Home School Links Meeting to share 
ideas. 

If you are not able to attend the meeting on the 22nd March but would like to register your interest one of 
the parents I met with recently has set up an e-mail address so you can contact her further.  This e-mail 
address is zameerakhan72@outlook.com 

Your Support will be much appreciated. 

Mrs Drysdale 

Headteacher 

ICHS SUPPORT 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS TERM 

Monday 13th to Friday 24th March   Mentoring Fortnight (Week 1) 

       Year 13 EPQ Presentations (Week 2) 

Monday 20th March     Year 12 UCAS Evening 

Monday 20th to Tuesday 21st March   Year 9 Vaccinations 

Monday 20th to Friday 24th March   Mentoring Fortnight (Week 2) 

Tuesday 21st March     Year 9 PTC 

Thursday 23rd March     Year 8 CC Research Project 

       Yr 8 Author visit – Mr Joseph Delaney  

Wednesday 29th March    Home School Links Meeting  

Friday 31st March     Year 12 UCAS Exams Briefing 

Monday 3rd to Monday 17th April   Easter/Spring Break / Madrid Football Tour 

Tuesday 18th April     Students return to school 

mailto:zameerakhan72@outlook.com
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SAFEGUARDING: IMPORTANT NOTICE 

We have become aware that a social networking app 

called MYLOL aimed at teenagers could be used to 

groom young people.   

It is a dating app for teenagers, and parents/carers are 

advised to speak to young people in their care about the 

potential dangers of such apps.   

Parents/carers are also advised that there may be other 

similar apps which could be used to contact young 

people inappropriately.  

Mr Streatfield (Deputy Head) 

NATIONAL CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AWARENESS DAY  

National Child Sexual Exploitation Awareness Day takes place in Redbridge on Friday 17th March 

2017.  Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is a form of sexual abuse that involves the manipulation and/or 

coercion of young people under the age of 18 into sexual activity.  

The National Child Sexual Exploitation Awareness Day aims to highlight the issues surrounding CSE; 

encouraging everyone to think, spot and speak out against abuse and adopt a zero tolerance to adults 

developing inappropriate relationships with children or children developing inappropriate relationships with 

other children.  

Young people are invited to visit the Youth Bus which will be in Ilford town centre between 2.30pm and 

5.00pm with information and advice. There will a stand in the Mall with staff available to answer questions 

and offer information.   

Further information is available at the following link:  http://www.stop-cse.org/national-child-exploitation-

awareness-day/ 

http://www.stop-cse.org/national-child-exploitation-awareness-day/
http://www.stop-cse.org/national-child-exploitation-awareness-day/
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CAR PARK NOTICE 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I have been liaising with Vision, who hires the ICHS Swimming Pool, to address the issue of inconsiderate 

parking in the school grounds during term time. 

As you might be aware, we have had problems with the parking from the end of the school day, as 

swimming pool users start arriving for their lessons and block in staff cars. We are aware that the number of 

places available are limited and there is only one access to the car park. 

In order to address this issues, we have now implemented a permit holders only system where only the cars 

with parking permits are allowed in our car park, during the week and term time.  We kindly ask you to avoid 

using the car park to drop your child off, as it adds ever more pressure to the access system. 

Parking permits have been provided to ICHS staff and Vision for use by members of their staff. 

Also, can I please gently remind that the car park by the school’s main entrance (Reception) is for reserved 

parking, therefore should not be used for dropping off students, unless special circumstances justify it (such 

as student’s reduced mobility that requires dropping off closer to an accessible entrance). 

By asking everyone to use our limited parking facilities considerately, we hope to 

make the school safer for students, staff and parents. 

Mrs Drysdale (Headteacher) 

YEAR 9 VACCINATIONS 

Dear Year 9 Parents/Carers, 

Next Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st March, we will be holding the Year 9 Vaccinations promoted by 

Vaccination UK. ICHS facilitates the vaccination programme but our staff cannot answer direct questions 

about the immunisations process. 

If you have any queries please contact Vaccination UK using the following contact number: 0208 214 1219.  

If, after speaking to Vaccination UK, you still have concerns then please speak to your family GP.  

On the day of the vaccinations, students are advised that wearing a short-sleeved shirt (if they own one) can 

make the process quicker and easier as it negates the need to roll up sleeves or remove their top.  Please 

also ensure that boys have breakfast before school on the vaccination days. 

The school has an excellent record of parental support for the vaccination process and I do hope that this 

continues with our current Year 9 cohort.  

Thank you, 

Miss Warnock (SENCO) 
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COMMUNITY AWARENESS 

MARIE CURIE DAFFODIL APPEAL 2017 

ICHS students will be given the opportunity to contribute for this year’s Daffodil appeal, 

until the end of  March. 

Marie Curie provide care and support for people living with any terminal illness, and their 

families. They have been carrying out this vital work for over 65 years – last year alone they 

cared for over 40,000 people across the UK. 

The suggested donation for a daffodil is £1. 

For more information on this appeal, please 

go to www.mariecurie.org.uk 

WORLD BOOK DAY 

The World Book Day celebrations at ICHS this year were organised by our Year 9 Reading Ambassadors 

with a helping hand from their more experienced peers in Year 10. 

The sessions in the main school hall were 

predominantly designed for Year 7 pupils and included a 

range of book-related activities, such as: countdown, treasure 

hunt, guessing the quotes and even a virtual reality experience. 

We were all very impressed by the quality of the activities as 

well as the dedication of the organisers. Not surprisingly, it 

turned out to be a fantastic success. 

Well done again, Reading Ambassadors! 

Ms A Muszynska-Ereur (English Teacher) 

http://www.mariecurie.org.uk
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SCHOOL UNIFORM AND DRESS CODE  

Years 7 to 11 must wear: 

 A white shirt (long or short sleeved)  

 The school tie 

 The school blazer. 

 Grey or black trousers. 

 Black sensible shoes - NOT trainers. 

 Pullover (optional) must, if worn, be grey and V-neck with no logos   

 (Black may be worn by Years 10 and 11) Cardigans are not permitted. 

Years 12 and 13 (Sixth Form) must wear:   

 Suit; 

 Shirt with a collar and a sensible tie; 

 Lanyard and ID badge visible around their neck. 

Outer Clothing (all pupils) 

When boys are travelling to and from school, it is expected that their appearance will be a credit to the 

school and to their homes.   No particular colour or length of outer clothing is stipulated, the only 

requirement is that the boys must look respectable.  No “hoodies” or denim jackets are permitted. Coats 

should not be worn inside the building. 

Not permitted: 

 Jewellery, 

 Hairstyles liable to draw attention,  

 Training shoes (as normal wear) or heavy boots,  

 Facial hair (beards, moustaches, stubble) if worn by older boys should be neatly groomed.   

Most items of school uniform can be purchased anywhere however the school tie and blazer need to be 

purchased from our specialist suppliers.  Details of the two school uniform shops who stock our ties and 

blazers are given below.  

 
All items must be clearly labelled with the pupil’s name on a part of the garment that cannot be 

removed easily.   Every effort is made to recover lost items that are named, but no responsibility is 

accepted for articles lost or damaged.  
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SCIENCE FAIR 

On Monday 13th March we held a Key Stage 3 Science 

Fair.  The aim of the event was to raise the profile of 

Science and give pupils the opportunity to apply their 

knowledge to solve a global problem.  The theme set 

was ‘Save the World’. All pupils from years 7 to 9 were 

given this challenge and had to come up with a 

project, presentation and model outline to offer a 

solution to any world crisis using science application.  

The initial phase was to e-mail their projects to 

Azmeen Zarif  in Year 12.  From this stage the 

projects were judged and then selected to the grand 

final. 

On the day the finalists set-up their stalls in the main 

hall and all KS3 students were invited to visit each table listening to the problems the world faced and their 

possible solutions to the issue.  The project titles included Eco-city of the future, solar-wind car, acid rain, 

bio-urns, renewable energy aeroplanes and underground renewable houses.  

At the end of the day three judges, Mrs Foucher, Mr Hamid and Ms Warnock viewed, listened to the 

presentations and questioned the finalists to make 

their judgement for the overall winners of the event.  

All the judges were very impressed with the hard work 

each of the groups had put in, the working models 

that were produced and the knowledge that the pupils 

had gained from the task set. 

Congratulations to all the finalist, judges, Azmaeen 

Zarif and his Sixth Form Team helpers for such an 

impressive day.  The eventual winners will be 

announced later in the end of term assembly.  

Mr Hamid (Head of Science) 

 Two of the projects done for the Science Fair  
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ART COMPETITION  

Just before Christmas the Art department ran a 

competition to choose designs for new artworks 

to be displayed around the school. We chose the 

theme of ‘Heroes’ – something that might inspire 

boys to paint their own personal hero, and that 

would give encouragement and inspiration to 

everyone who sees the finished paintings. 

We had lots of entries, mainly from Key Stage 3 

students but all years were represented. It quickly 

became apparent that heroes fell into three 

camps – heroes from films and gaming, sports 

heroes, and political heroes/public figures. 

We had a difficult time choosing the winner. There were some very good black and white pencil drawings, 

notably one of Winston Churchill by Ashvin Ramachandran (10F) but we concluded that bold, colourful 

designs would give the most impact in the school’s corridors. Therefore, we chose two winners - Athavan 

Yogeswaran (KS4) for his colourful geometric portrait of Nelson Mandela, and Pruthuveen Senthilnathan 

(KS3) for his action-filled rendition of The Flash. A selection of entries are displayed in two frames in the 

main corridor, opposite the entrance to the LRC. 

Now we are scaling up the artworks onto large art boards. Participants of the Monday lunchtime Art Club 

are invited to take part in painting the images, be it a small square of colour on Nelson Mandela or a 

significantly larger area of The Flash. Everyone is welcome to join in!  

Nelson Mandela will eventually be adorning a wall, appropriately, in the History corridor. The Flash does not 

have a home yet but your suggestions for its placement would be most welcome! 

Mrs Humpage (Art Technician) 

 

 Pruthuveen Senthilnathan (7E1) 

Athavan Yogeswaran (10H)  
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We’re on the web: 

http://www.ichs.org.uk/ 

Phone: 020 8551 6496 

Fax: 020 8503 9960 

Email: enquiries@ichs.org.uk  

BIG PEDAL 2017 

Ilford County High School is encouraging students and teachers to 

jump on their bikes for The Big Pedal 2017, a national challenge to 

get more young people cycling to school, backed by two times 

Olympic gold medallist cyclist Joanna Rowsell Shand. The Big Pedal 

2017, which runs from Monday 20th to Friday 31st March, will see 

participants across the UK leave their cars at home and get on their 

bikes and scooters for their journeys to and from school.  

Powered by national walking and cycling charity Sustrans and funded 

by the Bicycle Association on behalf of the cycle industry through its Bike Hub scheme, The Big Pedal is 

the UK’s largest competition of its kind. During the 10 days participating primary and secondary schools 

will compete with one another to make the most journeys by bike or scooter. This year’s theme is ‘Around 

the world in 10 days’, with pupils tracking their progress on a map of the world, learning about the 

countries and cities they pass through on their way.  

The proportion of children walking and cycling to school has been declining since 1995, with the number 

being driven to primary school increasing each year - as many as one in four cars on the road during the 

morning peak are on the school run. Children in the UK now lag far behind their peers in other nations for 

active travel. Only about 2-3% of UK children cycle to school compared to 49% of all Dutch primary 

school children. 

If you are planning on cycling during the Big Pedal, we encourage you to complete the M Check 

(www.sustrans.org) before the first day of the challenge. Like any machine, a bicycle will work better and 

last longer if it's cared for properly.   

For those scooting during the challenge, you can complete the L Check (www.sustrans.org) to make sure 

your scooter is safe to ride.  

Thank you in advance for your support.  

Mrs C Hitchcock 

(Travel Plan Coordinator) 

http://www.sustrans.org
http://www.sustrans.org

