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ICHS NEWS 

ILFORD COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
9th February 2017 

New Issue no: 2 

Dear Parents, 

The school term continues to race past and it is hard to believe that we have reached the Spring half-term 

already.  Year 12 and Year 13 are taking their Practice Examinations before they sit their AS and A Level 

examinations this summer.  It was the Year 11 Parent, Teacher Consultation Evening last week, an 

opportunity for students, parents and teachers to discuss what needs to be done on the lead up to the all-

important GCSE examinations this summer.  I was informed by one student that there are just 100 days to 

go until his first examination so every day counts! 

During the Year 11 PTC we shared our Parental Survey Form as usual.  I would like to thank everyone 

who completed and returned the form, I read every survey form and after summarising responses they are 

discussed at Governors Meetings.  Your feedback really does make a difference to our practice – if we 

know what works we can do more of it and if we know your worries and concerns we can act to 

improve.  We really appreciate parents taking the time to complete the survey.  The responses from the 

Year 11 PTC were over-whelming positive but only 39% of the surveys were returned. If you still have 

your survey please feel free to send it in to school with your son or if any parent would like to give us 

feedback at any time you are always welcome to email the school on enquires@ichs.org.uk.   

Last week the DfE sent out some additional guidelines on data collection procedures used by schools.  In 

line with other Redbridge schools I am writing to give you a little more information on some of the data 

we collect.  Each year schools gather data on pupils, which is used by the school and education services for 

a variety of reasons which can range from determining school funding to contacting a parent if  a child is 

sick. This year some additional data was included at the request of the Department of Education (DfE) 

which gathered information on ethnicity, nationality, country of birth and proficiency in English.  Last 

week the DfE issued revised guidance confirming that parents have both the right to refuse to provide this 

data and have the right to request that this data is retracted at any time.  

Although the data is part of a wider data collection carried out by the DfE, the DfE have asked all schools 

to advise parents that any data held on these aspects has not been passed to the Home Office  and will not 

be passed to the Home Office at any point in the future.  I hope this reassures parents that the data 

collected was for educational purposes only, but if you nevertheless wish to have the data you provided 

retracted, please let us know. 

Best wishes 

Mrs Drysdale 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Welcome 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS TERM 

Monday 6th to Thursday 9th February   Year 11 MFL Speaking Exams  

Monday 6th to Friday 10th February   Year 13 Practice Exams  

Wednesday 8th to Saturday 11th February  Year 10 German-History Trip to Berlin 

Thursday 9th February    Year 11 Revision Masterclass 

Friday 10th February      GCSE Engineering Workshop  

Monday 13th to Friday 17th February   Half Term 

Monday 20th February     Students return to school 

       Year 8  Empathy Workshop (PSHEE) 

Monday 20th to Wednesday 22nd February  Years 12 & 13 Geography fieldtrip 

Friday 24th February     Year 9 Options Talk 

Monday 27th February    Year 8  Empathy Workshop (PSHEE) 

Tuesday 28th February    Year 10 PTC 

Thursday 2nd March     PC3 Home to Parents 

       Sports and Year 13 Photographs 

       World Book Day     

Monday 6th March      Year 8  Empathy Workshop (PSHEE) 

Tuesday 7th March     Macbeth Show for Year 9 

       Battle of the Bands 

       Year 12 Career Interviews 

Wednesday 8th March    Staff Training Day 

Thursday 9th March     Year 13 Mock Results Day 

Monday 13th to Friday 24th March   Mentoring Fortnight 

Monday 13th March     Year 8  Empathy Workshop (PSHEE) 

Thursday 16th March     Year 8 CC Research Project 

Monday 20th to Tuesday 21st March   Year 9 Vaccinations 

Monday 20th March     Year 12 UCAS Evening 

Tuesday 21st March     Year 9 PTC 

Wednesday 22nd March    Home School Link Meeting  

Thursday 23rd March     Year 8 CC Research Project 

Friday 31st March     Year 12 UCAS Exams Briefing 

Monday 3rd to Monday 17th April   Easter/Spring Break / Madrid Football Tour 

Tuesday 18th April     Students return to school 

Updated 
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PARKING AROUND THE SCHOOL 

To all parents/carers, a gentle reminder regarding parking 

onsite and around the school: 

 No stopping on the school grounds, in front of  the school 

gates or on the roundabout. 

 Please be mindful when parking in residents only areas, so 

you don’t get a ticket or block other people’s cars. 

 Parking is available in local roads like Mossford Lane. 

EUROPEAN STUDENT THINK TANK 

Please see below the congratulations email we received for one of our Year 12 student for the article 
Janahan wrote for the EST Politics Competition. ICHS is very proud and well done!!! 

 

Sent: 04 February 2017 14:41 
To: Enquiries 
Subject: *IMPORTANT* Competition winner - EST politics competition  

FAO Janahan Suthakar 

Dear Janahan, 

I am pleased to be able to tell you that your entry to our politics competition has been successful and that 
you have received first place - congratulations! We as a team were very impressed by your writing. Your 
response will be published on our website shortly, and has been edited only for minor stylistic issues. You 
can read the version that will be published here: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kN1n7D0sJIxsAx26w72dehSvNM_1uBBGJ4zn2XYjNss/edit?
usp=sharing 

The response will be credited to Janahan Suthakar of Ilford County High School. If you would like any 
additional information listed by your response besides this then please contact me over the next few days 
before I send the response for publishing. 

Congratulations again, 

Kind regards 

Rensa Gaunt 

Ambassador to England, UK 

Web: http://europeanstudentthinktank.com/ 

Twitter: @ESThinkTank  

Facebook: European Student Think Tank 

YouTube: European Student Think Tank  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kN1n7D0sJIxsAx26w72dehSvNM_1uBBGJ4zn2XYjNss/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kN1n7D0sJIxsAx26w72dehSvNM_1uBBGJ4zn2XYjNss/edit?usp=sharing
http://europeanstudentthinktank.com/
https://twitter.com/ESThinktank
https://www.facebook.com/European-Student-Think-Tank-158199697567925/?ref=hl
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV6LFsWuycQmKsgFN2nZI9A?view_as=subscriber
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THE INTER SCHOOL HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL SEMINAR AT KING 
SOLOMON SCHOOL  

On Wednesday, 25th January 2017, thirteen Year 12 ICHS students attended the Inter School Holocaust 

Memorial seminar organised by King Solomon High School.  

The event guest speaker was Lady Zahava Kohn.  She was born in Palestine and 

grew up in Amsterdam in the 1930’s. Lady Zahava Kohn and her family were 

captured and sent to Westerbork transit camp in Holland and then later to Bergen-

Belsen. All students were moved by her story and the stories of many people who 

like her, were sent to the Nazi concentration camps. “I found that the stories gave 

a lot of people hope as well as making people think about the struggles that Jewish 

people had to go through. The event was very touching and made me think a lot 

about the Holocaust and how it affected people leaving me feel very appreciative 

about the life I have.” Amir Maula. During the seminar the students had the opportunity to reflect and 

discuss the importance of remembering the lessons learned from the Holocaust.  

Ms Capin (Head of Philosophy and Ethics) 

THE REDBRIDGE BOROUGH HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY AT 
VALENTINES PARK   

On Friday, 27th January 2017, Year 12 prefects Kifayat Ahmed, Daniel Olatunji and Akarsh Singh have 
represented Ilford County High School at the Holocaust Memorial Day event in Valentines Park.   
The event was attended by the Mayor of Redbridge Cllr Gurdial Bhamra, members of faith groups, students 
from the Redbridge primary and secondary schools and many members of the public. Wreaths were laid in 
the Memorial Garden at Valentine’s Park to remember the victims of the Nazi Holocaust and to pay tribute 
to those who lost their lives in more recent genocides in countries such as Rwanda and Darfur. Cllr Jas 
Athwal, leader of the council warned against the rise of anti-Semitism and other forms of hate across 
Europe and the world. His message is that … “On Holocaust Memorial Day everyone should stand 
together with genocide survivors and those who have been the victims of identity-based hate, to support 
them to believe that their life can go on.” 
Akarsh Singh wrote about the event: "The Holocaust Memorial day was an example of the strong bonds 
between people living in Redbridge. Many people from many different groups attended, from school 
children to the elderly, all to commemorate the Holocaust and other genocides. The ceremony payed tribute 
to those who were the victims of these horrible crimes. Local school children were asked to talk about 
some of the people who lived through the Holocaust and although the history cannot be changed, the 
lessons to be learned from the genocides were not forgotten." 
Ms Capin (Head of Philosophy and Ethics) 
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ICHS STUDENTS ENROL AS POTENTIAL STEM CELL DONORS  

On Tuesday 31st January, 41 students from the Sixth Form enrolled themselves as potential stem cell donors 

with Anthony Nolan, an exceptionally generous act which could be the gift of life for a person suffering 

from blood cancer. 

The students enrolled as part of a recruitment event which was organised in memory of our former student, 

Harrish Pillai, who tragically lost his life to Acute Myeloid Leukemia, a form of blood cancer, in December 

2014. 

Since Harrish’s death, the school has held a yearly assembly in his memory, during which students have been 

encouraged to become stem cell donors. This is because blood cancer can be treated by providing a stem cell 

transplant from a healthy person who is a genetic match for the patient. 

Through our experience of losing Harrish we have learned that there is a 

desperate need for more young men (aged 16 to 30) to become donors; 

this is because they currently make up only 15% of donors but provide 

an astonishing 54% of all donations. On top of this, the chances of a 

patient finding a genetic match are as low as 20% if the person suffering 

from blood cancer is from a Black, Asian of other ethnic minority 

background. 

This year, we decided combine our assembly in Harrish’s memory with a 

stem cell donor recruitment event. In preparation for this, we sent 

information letters via Group Call to parents of all students in the Sixth 

Form to inform them about the event. Next, the school invited Sarah 

Rogers from Anthony Nolan to speak about stem cell donation at 

Harrish’s assembly, which was also attended by Harrish’s parents. 

Finally, the school held the recruitment event. 

Sarah Rogers from Anthony Nolan was delighted with the recruitment day, describing the enrolment of 41 

students as “fantastic” and observing that it was “an absolute pleasure to visit the school. Anyone who has a 

negative view of today’s “youth” would only need to spend 15 minutes with your sixth formers to have their 

view completely turned around. They are a credit to themselves, the school and their families, and of course 

to Harrish’s memory.”  

If you would like to find out more about the work of Anthony Nolan, please visit their website, where 

people aged 16-30 can also register to be donors: https://www.anthonynolan.org/ 

People aged 30-55 who would like to become donors can register with DKMS We Delete Blood Cancer: 

https://www.dkms.org.uk/en  

Mr Pearson (Head of History, Government & Politics) 

https://www.anthonynolan.org/
https://www.dkms.org.uk/en
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HANS WOYDA MATHEMATICS COMPETITION  

This has been our most successful year competing in the Hans Woyda Maths competition for a long time.  

This is an exciting but stressful contest where high flying mathematicians try to answer questions in an 

extremely pressurised situation. In some ways it is rather a pity that such a short time is allowed to respond 

to such interesting questions.  The problems are often ingenious and it takes a rather sophisticated and 

calm mind to crack them in the time available. Our team of Nimalraj Hari Bhaskar (Year 9), Ankit Mittal 

(Year 11), Sam Wong (Year 12) and Janay Bhudia (Year 13) performed superbly throughout the 

competition, displaying a mathematical prowess not seen in the school’s Hans Woyda team for some time. 

Congratulations are also in order to Ibrahim Munir-Zubair (Year 13) who stepped in at the last minute, 

deputising for the unwell Janay Bhudia in the match against Bancroft’s.  Our stunning victories against our 

local private school rivals (Bancroft’s, Forest and Chigwell) understandably created a great deal of interest 

and fervour.  After winning the local group matches we found ourselves up against previous competition 

winners St Paul’s School in the first round of the knockout stage. 

As we discovered, Barkingside to Hammersmith is an awfully long way. In fact, ICHS to St Paul’s School 

door to door took just under 2 hours. Crossing Hammersmith Bridge on a delightful winter’s afternoon in 

itself made the journey worthwhile. Sadly, our run in the Hans Woyda came to an end at St Paul’s School. 

We performed well but when you are up against a school where a third of the Sixth Form end up at 

Oxbridge, where there are six Further Maths groups in each year (compared to our two) and the Year 13 

student in their team had already been earmarked for Cambridge by Year 9, you know that you are going to 

be in for a tough afternoon. 

The ICHS team were unruffled by the opposition and can hold their heads up high. Quite rightly, they 

were happy to have made a good showing and enjoyed the mathematics the competition had uncovered. 

After an eventful year, our trip to such a prestigious school as St Paul’s was the icing on the cake. The 

enthusiasm of the team was not diminished in anyway by our defeat. Nothing could have made that point 

more strongly than Samuel Wong, who amazingly discussed mathematics with his team colleagues all the 

way there and all the way back, regardless of how squashed a rush hour tube carriage may be. We look 

forward to him leading the team next year and to more rewarding maths contests.  

Mr Osborne (Head of Maths) 
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ICHS K.S. 3 & 4 BADMINTON TEAMS ‘SMASH IT’ IN REDBRIDGE 
SCHOOLS COMPETITION  

Both the K.S 3 & 4 teams have progressed to the East London finals competition to be played at 
Redbridge Sports Centre on Tuesday 7th February. 

 

K.S.4 BADMINTON REPORT 

Team: 

Kelvin Koon  11E 

Devesh Pungliya 10O 

Zhi Liang  11H 

Ankit Mittal  11O 

 

This experienced team played confidently showing determination and 
prowess. These boys are very dedicated, practice hard and represent Redbridge performance squad and in 
Kelvin’s case Essex County level. They comfortably reached the final having won 16 out 0f 16 games 
within the group stages. The final was a closer encounter ‘best of 4’game with our boys winning 3 – 1 
against Sir Isaac Newton Academy. This deserving success allowed them to progress to the next stage 
(London East region) of the London Youth Games Center Parcs National Schools Championships which 
was played in February. They have won both the Redbridge and East London competitions and are now 
representing East London schools in the London Finals held at Crystal Palace National Sports Centre on 
Wednesday 22nd March.  

Congratulations, well done!!! 

 

K.S.3 BADMINTON REPORT 

Team: 

Shahadat Ahmed 8H 

Akhil Anil  9E 

Safwaan Zaman  9O 

Zayn Hussain   8F 

 

This enthusiastic team developed and gained valuable experience from this tough borough competition. 
They managed to win 14 out of 16 in their group matches, reaching the final. The final was a closer 
encounter ‘best of 4’game with our boys winning 3 – 1 against Bancroft’s. This deserving success allowed 
them to progress as champions of Redbridge to the next stage (London East region) of the London Youth 
Games Center Parcs National Schools Championships which was played last Tuesday 7th February. They 
went into the East London Finals today as Redbridge Champions, however were narrowly beaten today by 
2 very strong schools, City of London and Coopers school. This was an excellent experience and challenge 
for them in which they will endeavour to further improve next year.  

Congratulations, well done!!!  

 

Mr Stockill (Head of PE) 
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YEAR 12S IN WESTMINSTER 

On Wednesday 1st February, our Year 12 Government 

and Politics students gathered at Westminster with Mr 

Lambert and Mr Pearson to explore some of the major 

government institutions which they have been studying 

in the classroom. The day began with a guided tour of 

the Houses of Parliament, during which the students 

were able to follow in the footsteps taken by the Queen 

during a State Opening of Parliament and to stand in 

Prime Minister Theresa May’s place at the Despatch Box 

in the House of Commons.  

Next, they met with Wes Streeting, the MP for Ilford 

North, who explained his experiences of being a 

Member of Parliament and answered questions on 

everything from how he chose his political party to his 

views of Donald Trump.  

The group paused in Central Lobby to witness the 

Speaker’s Procession before slipping in to watch the 

final stages of the European Scrutiny Select Committee 

as they grilled Sir Ivan Rogers, formerly the UK’s Permanent Representative to the European Union.  

Taking a break from politics, the Year 12 students crossed Parliament Square to visit the Supreme Court of 

the United Kingdom, where they were able to watch two eminent QCs present their cases to five Supreme 

Court Justices. The politics was, however, back on the agenda soon after with a brisk walk along Whitehall 

to catch a glimpse of Downing Street and to see the government ministries which line the road.  

Returning to the Palace of Westminster, the group was able to watch some of the historic Brexit debate in 

the House of Commons before finishing the day with a visit to the House of Lords to hear their 

deliberations over Brexit, South Sudan and energy storage.  

The students were excellent ambassadors for the school and we hope very much that they will feel inspired 

to make their own contributions to politics in the 

future  

Mr Pearson (Head of History, Government & 

Politics) 
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On Friday 3rd February we were, once again, joined by Mr Paul Hannaford who shared his life story with 
Year 10 and Year 13 students. Mr Hannaford delivered a hard hitting presentation that exposed the reality 
of drug use, gang membership and knife crime. Based on his own experiences in the local area and aided by 
pictures from his past, Mr Hannaford gave a no holds barred account of how he went from a 1 in 1000 
chance of survival to being free from drugs for a decade.  Mr 
Hannaford now works with schools, football clubs, youth groups, 
the police and experienced doctors to help young people avoid the 
pitfalls that he fell into as he grew up. At the last count he had 
managed to work with over 300,000 students from primary school 
age through to university leavers. The student feedback was 
excellent with a number of boys proclaiming that Mr Hannaford was 
the best guest speaker that they had heard.  

http://www.paulhannaford.com/ 

Mr Streatfield (Deputy Head) 

 

DRUG USE TALK 

PHILOSOPHER OF THE MONTH  

  

Srinivasan Ramanujan 

      “An equation has no meaning, unless it represents a thought of  God.” 

The Indian mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan is widely 
recognized as a mathematical genius. Even today, his 
results and mathematical theories continue to baffle 
mathematicians. His chief  contribution in mathematics lies 
mainly in analysis, game theory and infinite series. When he 
was 15 years old, Ramanujan began tutoring himself  from 
an old mathematics manual and soon began developing his 
own theorems and ideas. His genius was recognised leading 
to a special scholarship from the University of  Madras and 
a grant from England's Trinity College of  Cambridge 
University. 

  1887–1920 

Ramanujan was an orthodox Brahmin and very spiritual. 
He credited his success to his family Goddess, Namagiri. 
He claimed to receive visions of  scrolls of  complex 
mathematical content unfolding before his eyes. 
During World War I, it got harder for Ramanujan to get 
special vegetarian food in England and he began having 
health problems. In 1917 he contracted tuberculosis. He 
returned to India in 1919 and died there on April 26, 1920. 
At age of  31, Ramanujan was one of  the youngest Fellows 
in the history of  the Royal Society. He was the first Indian 
to be elected a Fellow of  Trinity College, Cambridge. His 
birthday 22nd December is The National Mathematics 
Day. 

Ms Capin (Head of Philosophy and Ethics) 

http://www.paulhannaford.com/
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THE RASPBERRY PI CLUB 

The Raspberry Pi Club will be starting from Monday 27th February 2017. Two pupils from each form group 

will be selected by their form tutors and should get in touch with them if they are interested. Ideally pupils 

with the highest achievement points may be chosen. It will run from 3.20pm to 4.20pm every Monday. 

The Raspberry Pi is a credit-card-sized computer that plugs into your TV and a keyboard. It is a capable 

little computer which can be used in electronics projects, and for many of the things that your desktop PC 

does, like spreadsheets, word processing, browsing the internet, and programming. 

Pupils will be using Raspberry Pi’s to work on various projects which will incorporate the understanding of 

system architecture, system software, hardware functions and also programming. They will also be able to 

experience the various operating systems which have been released specifically for the Raspberry Pi. 

For more information on what the Raspberry Pi is and the current projects which are being worked on, please 

visit: https://www.raspberrypi.org/picademy/ 

Mr Islam (Computing Department) 

https://www.raspberrypi.org/picademy/
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BATTLE OF THE BANDS 
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We’re on the web: 

http://www.ichs.org.uk/ 

Phone: 020 8551 6496 

Fax: 020 8503 9960 

Email: enquiries@ichs.org.uk  

YOUNG PEOPLE’S LIBRARY SURVEY 


