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Dear Year 11 and 13 students, parents and carers, 

Summer 2020 – GCSE and A Level Examinations 

You will all be aware that the government has taken the difficult decision to cancel the GCSE and A Level 
examinations that would have taken place in May and June this year as the country works together to tackle 
the threat posed by coronavirus.  Although the formal examinations are not taking place this summer the 
government has assured us that they will work closely with schools and examination boards to ensure that 
students receive the grades they deserve to enable them to move on to the next stage of their education or 
into the work place. 

Although schools have not yet received detailed guidance on next steps, I can share the following with you: 

1. Ofqual will develop and set out a process that will provide a calculated grade to each student which 
reflects their performance as fairly as possible, and will work with the exam boards to ensure this is 
consistently applied for all students. The exam boards will be asking teachers, who know their 
students well, to submit their judgement about the grade that they believe the student would have 
received if exams had gone ahead. 

2. There will be an option to sit GCSE and A Level exams early in the next academic year for students 
who wish to do so, once schools are open again. 

3. Students will also have the option to sit their exams in summer 2021. 

I do appreciate that students will be worried about how their ‘calculated grades’ will be determined.  We 
have been told that the exam boards will be asking teachers, who know their students well, to submit their 
judgement about the grade that they believe the student would have received if exams had gone 
ahead.  Clear guidance on how to do this fairly and robustly will be provided to schools and colleges, it is 
likely to include teachers taking into account a range of evidence and data including performance on mock 
exams and non-exam assessment. The exam boards will then combine this information with other relevant 
data, including prior attainment, and use this information to produce a calculated grade for each student.  
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Naturally we will follow the guidance we are given in order to submit the grade that we believe each student 
would have received if exams had gone ahead.  The exam board will then combine the data we give them 
with their own relevant data to produce a calculated grade.  We do not know how we will generate the 
grades that we believe each student would receive if the exams had gone ahead because we have not been 
given the guidance yet.   

We have received many emails in school asking for copies of mock examination results and predicted 
grades.  Year 13 mock examination results were given to students on Thursday 19th March and were posted 
home to parents on Friday 20th March 2020, these will be arriving with you over the next few days.  Year 11 
mock examination results were issued to students on Thursday 23rd January 2020 and were handed to 
parents at the Year 11 Parent Teacher Consultation Evening.  Current performance grades are visible in 
students regular Progress Checks, the last Progress Check was emailed to parents on Thursday 13th February 
2020.  I think it is important to reiterate at this point that we do not know what criteria we will be asked to 
use to generate the grades that we believe the students would have received if exams had gone ahead.   

The government have made it clear that there will be an appeals process that students can follow if they do 
not believe the correct process was followed in issuing their calculated grade and that, in addition, if they do 
not feel their calculated grade reflects their performance, they will have the opportunity to sit an exam at 
the earliest reasonable opportunity, once schools are open again.  

Next steps: 

We will follow the guidance we are given as fairly and transparently as we possibly can.  We will submit the 
grades we are asked to submit to the examination boards when we are asked to do so and using the criteria 
they share with us. The exam boards will then combine this information with other relevant data, including 
prior attainment, and use this information to produce a calculated grade for each student, which will be a 
best assessment of the work they have put in. 

It is vital that students complete any outstanding coursework and non-examination assessment work.  This 
work is highly likely to be used by the examination boards when they produce the calculated grades. 

With the information we have currently I would suggest that all students in Year 11 and Year 13 maximise 
their opportunities.  Students should carry on working and be prepared to take their examinations in the 
new academic year.  By continuing to study for their examinations and by completing the work their teachers 
have set, students are giving themselves the best opportunity to succeed.  If they are not happy with their 
calculated grades they will be ready to take the examinations in the new academic year and hopefully get 
higher grades. 

Please do not email individual teachers asking for your predicted and mock examination grades to be 
increased.  We will not be changing any of the grades we currently hold as they are part of our historical 
record of student progress.  Teachers will follow the guidance they are given when they submit grades to 
the examination boards and this has yet to be published.  We will endeavour to be as fair as we possibly can 
be.  We are aware that it is perfectly normal for many students to improve their examination performance 
between their mock examinations and the actual examinations which usually take place in the summer.   
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Additional information is available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-
in-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020 

Kind Regards, 

 

Headteacher  

Ilford County High School  
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